ACC premiers meet tomorrow 



Cabinet briefed on IMF talks 

AMMAN (Petra) —- The Cabinet was briefed Saturday on the 
ongoing satisfactory talks between the government and the 
International Monetary Frad (IMF). The Cabinet, meeting under 
the chairmanship of Prime Minister Zaid Rifai, also beard a 
briefing by Tourism Mhfcter Yarned Hhmtf on the situation in 
tourism to the country. The minister said that hotels were fall and 
the toerism industry was flourishing. The also outlined 

plans to improve tourism farffitfes in the rmffam- The Cabinet 
endorsed an agreement with the World Banfc mder which the 
Bank would provide finance far a project far educational reform. 
The Council of Ministers also iBmwM a draft law far standar- 
disation and metrology that aims basically at developing the 
mechanism of standardisation and metrology to ensure that 
Jordanian industries meet international standards and compete 
favourably abroad. 



BAGHDAD (R) — Prime Ministers of the four-state Arab 
Cooperation Conned (ACO wffl meet in Baghdad Monday to draw 
up an organisational structure for the new economic bloc. Egypt, 
Iraq, Jordan and North Yemen formed the group in February with 
the aim of achieving economic integration and eventually Arab 
(vnnn mir unify. Iraqi First Deputy Prime Minister Taha Yassin 
Pnmftrinn said (be prime ministers would discuss the council’s 
organisational structure, headquarters, financial issues and the 
nomination of. a secretary-general, the Iraqi News Agency (INA) 
reported. He said ACC heads of state, doe to meet in Cairo next 
month, would then consider the ministers’ recommendations; 
Amman has been named as the council’s headquarters. 
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Arab commentators scorn Shamir proposal 

Elections will not lead 
to peace — Khasa wneh 


By Rana Sabbagh 

Reuters 

AMMAN — Jordanian officials and news- 
papers in several Arab countries Saturday 
scorned an Israeli plan for elections in the 
occupied West Bank and Gaza Strip and 
some Middle East newspapers criticised the 
U.S. for backing it. 


“Holding elections in the occu- 
pied (territories)... will not lead 
to true peace," Information 
Minister Hani A1 Khasa wneh told 
Reuters. 

"What we have heard so far 
from Israeli prime minuter (Yit- 
zhak Shamir) is too far from the 
real requirements for peace and 
ignores the positive stand of the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) and Arab countries 
which was met by appreciation 
and understanding from the 
European states and the Amer- 
ican administration itself," Kha- 
sawneh said. 

"We share the opinion of PLO 
and. Egypt that holding elections 
in the Weest Bank and Gaza and 
a halt of the intifada will not lead 
to real peace ” he said. 

"The Palestinian option for 
peace is dear. Shamir's plan, his 
rejection of the idea of an inter- 
national peace conference, his 
refusal to recognise the Arab 
identify of the West Bank and 
Gaza and his persistence on calling 
the PLO a terrorist organisation 
will not contribute to the cause of 
peace.” the minister added. 

He said Jordan followed with 
interest the stand of U.S. Presi- 
dent George Bush and Secretary 


of State James Baker and that 
Jordan appreciates their keen in- 
terest in peace in the Middle 
East. "Jordan places big hopes on 
His Majesty King Hussein’s visit 
to Washington and the King’s 
projected talks with President 
Butii since the meeting is one 
between the leaders of two 
friendly nations," he said. 

Abdul Hamid A1 Say eh, speak- 
,er of the Palestine National 
Council (PNC), repeated the 
PLO’s rejection of elections un- 
less Israel ends its occupation. 

Egypt's A1 Ahram newspaper 
said the plan, announced by 
Israeli Prime Minis ter Yitzhak 
Shamir Thursday in Washington 
after talks with President George 
Bush, was "a renewed expression 
of real stagnation." 

The plan is "proof of the Israeli 
le adership 's inability to under- 
stand the reality of thins; and the 
implications of events, it said. 

Saudi Arabia’s A1 Jazira daily 
said Sh amir “understands his 
manoeuvres will be rejected by 
Arabs.” . 

Other papers also scorned Sha- 
mir’s plan, under which elections 
in tiie West Bank and Gaza Strip 
would lead to "autonomy" for 
the Palestinians living there. 


"Israeli military occupation has 
been identified with such injus- 
tices and oppressive practices as 
would make the idea of free, 
democratic elections... implausi- 
ble," an editorial in the English- 
language Egyptian Mail said. 

Al Abram said "after an unspe- 
cified transitional period (of 
autonomy) ‘everything’ is negoti- 
able (under the plan) except for 
two things: withdrawal from the 
land for peace and having talks 
with the PLO." 

"Why bother, then?” with 
elections, it asked. 

Kuwait’s Al Rai AJ A am news- 
paper said: “America knows frilly 
that the adoption of these ideas 
(elections) will complicate the 
situation and increase divisions 
among Arabs.” 

Bush endorsed Shamir’s plan 
and said it was up to both sides 
whether to involve the PLO in 
peacemaking. He also urged 
Israel to trade laud for peace. 

Al Fajr in the United Arab 
Emirates (UAE) said: "It seems 
the U.S. and Israel have agreed 
to liquidate the uprising and 
sidestep existing facts, foremost 
of which is the PLO." 

The UAE paper Al Ittifaad 
said: "It has become dear that 
the U.S. decision to open a dia- 
logue with the PLO does not 
oblige Washington to ' accept a 
PLO role in the peace process." 

"The U.S. has killed its move 
(to talk to the FLO), which had 
been bailed throughout the Arab 
World,” it added. 

Qatar’s Al Arab daily said: "It 
appears a serious move towards 
bringing peace to the region is far 
away until the next Israeli elec- 
tions. The American support re- 



Dr. Hani Khasa wneh 

fleets Washington’s backing of 
everything Tel Aviv’s chooses." 

Palestine President and PLO 
Chairman Yasser Arafat Friday 
rejected the Israeli plan, which 
S hamir has conceded could lead 
to the election of PLO suppor- 
ters.' ■ 

John Rice of the AP adds: Two 
elected mayors expelled by the 
Israeli occupation authorities 
from the West Bank Friday de- 
nounced the Shamir proposal. 

"As one who was elected in 
1976, 1 would like to remind Mr. 
Shamir that who were elected are 
either expelled or dead or dismis- 
sed," said Mohammad Milhem, 
former mayor of Halhoul, who 
was expelled in 1980. 

14 The problem is that they 
didn’t understand that we are one 
people with one leadership (the 
PLO),” said Abdul Jawad Saleh, 
mayor of Al Bireh until he was 
expelled in 1973. 

"Besides, how could your part- 
ner in negotiation be under the 
threat of your guns?" be added in 
an interview with the AP. 

Milhem was one of numerous 
mayors elected in 1976 who were 
expelled or thrown out of office 
by the Israeli authorities. 

Bassam Shakaa, mayor of Nab- 
lus, had his legs blown off by a 
bomb set by Israeli extremists. 



A Lebanese woman holding her three-day-old baby watches her other children filling bags with sand to protect their house from shells in 


Beirut. 


Shelling defies Beirut truce 


BEIRUT (R) — The shattered 
city of Beirut was relatively calm 
Saturday apart from occasional 
shelling but few residents pinned 
hopes for long-term peace on a 
tenuous three-day-old ceasefire. 

"Ceasefires are old jokes in 
Lebanon. There have been hun- 
dreds of them already but the war 
has continued for the past 14 
years.” said Rima Haddad, a 
resident of east Beirut. 

People in the Christian heart- 
land closed their businesses early 
after a few shells slammed into 
Beirut port and the coastal high- 
way linking the eastern sector of 
the divided capital to the north. 
There were no reports of casual- 
ties. 

Traffic was light, with drivers 
fearful that artillery duels would 


resume across the "green line" 
divide without warning. 

Some people took advantage of 
the truce called by Arab League 
mediators to sandbag their homes 
or stockpile food. 

Tens of thousands have fled 
their homes in both east and west 
Beirut for relatively safer areas 
after 24 days of bombardments, 
some of the worst since the civil 
war started in 1975. 

Thousands of families left west 
Beirut for villages in South Leba- 
non, while many rich families 
sailed to Cyprus or other Euro- 
pean countries. 

"It seems the goal behind the 
daily morning shelling is to keep 
life paralysed in our areas," said a 
politician. 

He said Lebanon's political cri- 


sis remained unresolved. "The 
rival parties hold on to their 
demands and the distance to real 
peace is still remote.” 

At least 150 people have been 
killed and 569 wounded since 
army commander Michel Aoun, 
vying with a civilian government 
for recognition began a blockade 
of militia-run {forts to try to ex- 
tend his authority outride Christ- 
ian areas. 

Aoun has also vowed to drive 
the estimated 25,000 Syrian 
troops from the country. 

Arab League mediators are 
trying to end the constitutional 
impasse which left Lebanon with 
no president, two governments, a 
toothless parliament and an army 
split on sectarian lines. 

France, which governed both 


Lebanon and Syria between the 
world wars, is sending a hospital 
ship and an oil tanker carrying 
relief supplies to Beirut. Aoun 
has said he hopes for military aid 
from Paris. 

French President Francois Mit- 
terrand said Thursday the lives of 
Christians were being threatened. 

But Lebanese Socialist leader 
Walid Junblatt told France Satur- 
day to keep out of his country’s 
politics, saying political or milit- 
ary intervention would put 15 
million Christians in the Middle 
East at risk (see page 2). 

Politicians said the ceasefire 
would hold only if Aoun, who 
commands 15,000 mainly Christ- 
ian troops, ended his blockade of 
the illegal ports, lifelines for the 
rival militias. 


Anti-apartheid whites launch new party 


JOHANNESBURG (R) - 
South Africa's three liberal white 
parties merged Saturday into a 
hew party which wants ail adult 
South Africans |o have the vote 
regardless of colour. - 

Ata congress in Johannesburg, 
the 30-year -old Progressive 
Federal Party joined the two- 
year-old Independent Party and 
die National Democratic Move- 
ment as the Democratic Party 
(DP). 

But major questions remained 
unresolved as the new party hasti- 
ly too k shape, with the rim of 
ousting the. far-right Conserva- 


tives as the official parliamentary 
opposition in general elections 
due to be held by September. 

The party. launched under the 
slogan “Getting There 
Together." will have 20 members 
in the 178-member white cham- 
ber of parliament, three seals 
fewer than the Conservatives who 
outstripped the Progressives in 
May 1987 elections. 

But it has yet to choose a 
leader, it is now beaded jointly by 
Progressives’ leader Zaeh de 
Beer, Denis WorraC of die inde- 
pendents and Wynand MaJan of 
the National D e m ocratic Move- 


ment. 

Many party members express- 
ed fears that a combined lead- 
ership could spell electoral disas- 
ter and they pressed for a party 
congress to be held soon to elect a 
angle leader. 

De Beer told the congress the 
DP would build bridges to the 
black population. "We arc main- 
ly white because South Africa's 
history determined it. We now 
commit ourselves to changing 
this." 

But the pany*s relations with 
major black anti-apartheid orga- 
nisations have already shown 


signs of strain. 

One problem is DP participa- 
tion in the segregated chambers 
of parliament reserved for col- 
oured (mixed-race) and Indian 
members. The DP has two mem- 
bers in the Indians' chamber. 

The United Democratic Front 
(UDF), a coalition of mainly 
black anti-apartheid groups, has 
boycotted the Indian and col- 
oured houses as sham reforms. 

"It is our duty to point out that 
participation in the tricamera] 
parliament is totally unaccept- 
able," the UDF said in a state- 
ment this week. 


King congratulates 
Tunisian president 

AMMAN CJ.T.) — {Qs Mqofy King Hussein Saturday sent a cable 
to Zine Al Abidine Ibn AH congratulating him on being elected 
presides! of Tunisia in last week's elections. 

The King wished Ebo Ah success tn leading the Tunisian people 
towards more progress and prosperity. 

Tunisian voters elected tbe 54-year-old Ibn AH as the second 
president of Tunisia in last Sunday’s elections. 

Hu AB, tbe inly candidate, was elected to a five-year term, 18 
months after Mhing power in a bloodless coup. 

Qasem receives ACC 
endorsement papers 

AMMAN (Petra) — Deputy dad Feb. 16. 

Prime Minister and Foreign Under an agreement by the 

Minister Marwan Al Qasem four ACC countries — Jordan 
Saturday received from the Egyp- and Iraq in addition to North 
tian and North Yemeni ambassa- Yemen and Egypt — the four 
dors to Jordan documents provid- governments will deposit dom- 
ing endorsement of the Egyptian ments of endorsement of the 
and North Yemeni governments ACC proclamation at the Foreign 
of the establishment of the Arab Ministry of Amman where tbe 
Cooperation Council (ACC)-, ACC permanent headquarters 
which was proclaimed in Bagh- will be established. 

m mm ma 

general scriKe, 

mass currews 


herald 1 7th month of uprising 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Palestinians in the 
occupied West Bank and Gaza 
Strip launched a two-day general 
strike Saturday to commemorate 
the death of their war hero and 
mark the start of the 17th month 
of uprising against Israeli occupa- 
tion. 

Throughout the occupied terri- 
tories, shops were shuttered and 
transportation came to a stand. 
Streets in the villages and cities 
were dominated by hundreds of 
protesters who raised Palestinian 
flags and built improvised bairi- 


Tbe Israeli army clamped or 
extended curfews on most of the 
Gaza Strip refugee camps, forc- 
ing at least 215.000 Arabs — 
about one-third of the total Gaza 
population — to stay inside their 
houses. 

In Rafah and Khan Yunis re- 


fugee camps, protesters violated 


curfews and clashed with Israeli 
army troops, reports said. 

Reports said soldiers in the 
West Bank town of Jenin shot 
and wounded three Palestinian 
teenagers. One of them, Maher 
Najer Sbalbak, 14, was taken to 
hospital in serious condition with 
a head wound. 

Palestinian sources said sol- 
diers shot a 14-year-old during 
stone- throwing demonstrations in 
Bethlehem. 

Protesters also clashed with 
troops in the Gaza Strip at Khan 
Younis and Rafah, near the 
Egyptian border. Hospitals said a 
13-year-old and a 17-year-old 
were wounded by army fire in 
Khan Younis and a 19-year-old 
was shot in Rafah. 

Palestinians said the two-day 
strike to mark the start of the 
17th month of the uprising was 
being widely observed on its first 
day, which coincided with the 



Israeli troops prevent a demonstration in the occupied West Bank. 


second day of Ramadan. 

At least 422 Palestinians have 
been killed since the revolt 
erupted Dec. 9, 1987. 

Several violent confrontation 
were reported Saturday in the 
occupied West Bank. 

In Tulkarem, troops forced re- 
sidents to paint over nationalistic 
slogans on house walls and re- 
move Palestinian flags from roof- 
tops and electricity poles, report 
said. 

An Israeli photographer said 
hundreds of Palestinians blocked 
entrances to Halhul and Beit 
Umar, erecting barricades and 
waving Pales liman flags. ’The 
army dispersed them within two 
minutes," he said. . 

The general strike Saturday 


and Sunday was called by the 
Unified National Leadership of 
tbe Uprising to mark an 
anniversary of the death of 
Abdul-Qader Husseini, a mem- 
ber of a prominent Jerusalem 
family and a Palestinian war 
hero. 

Husseini, who commanded 
fighters in the Jerusalem area, 
was killed in tbe battle for the 
Qastel Hill in April 1948. 

A leaflet distributed by the 
Muslim fundamentalist Hamas 
movement urged Palestinians to 
welcome Ramadan by escalating 
their uprising. 

On Friday, thousands of 
Palestinians marked the first day 
of Ramadan with protests outside 
Al Aqsa Mosque in Jerusalem 


after midday prayers attended by 
about 25.000 worshippers. 

At least five policemen, three 
Arabs and several journalists 
were hurt in the stone-throwing 
protest. At least 37 Arabs were 
arrested. 

The Islamic Jihad group distri- 
buted leaflets in the Gaza Strip 
calling on Druze Arabs serving in 
the paramilitary border police to 
quit and join the Palestinian re- 
volt. 

Many Israeli Druze serve in the 
border police. 

Gaza residents said the Jihad 
leaflet was the group's first direct 
appeal to Israelis. They quoted it 
as telling the Druze that Israel 
was “trying to use you for the 
dirtiest missions." 


Thousands demonstrate in Tbilisi 


60 feared 
killed in 
Soviet 
sub fire 

OLSO (R) — At least 60 Soviet 
sailors are feared dead after 
their nuclear-powered sub- 
marine caught fire;, exploded 
and sank in the Arctic, Norwe- 
gian Television reported 
Saturday. 

It quoted Norway’s Defence 
Ministry for the death toll 
more than 24 hours after the 
submarine went down about 
100 miles sooth of Bear Island 
deep inside the Arctic Circle. 

Defence Ministry spokesman 
Erik Senstad told Renters: 
"There is mnch to indicate that 
the number of dead was higher 
than first thought — though we 
do not have an exact figure.” 

Earlier Western estimates 
put the number of kown dead 
at 12 and about 50 missing. 

Senstad sard Soviet author- 
ities bad supplied additional 
information about the disaster 
and confirmed that the vessel 
was a Mike class submarine, 
the only one of its type and 
used to test advanced weapons 
systems. 

“We know now that there 
was a powerful explosion on 
board after the fire spread on 
and the vessel began to list,” he 
added. 

Tbe submarine would nor- 
mally carry a crew of 95 and a 
Defence Ministry statement 
said It seemed that between 40 
and 50 people appeared to have 
escaped before it sank In 1,500 
metres of water. 

Related story on page 8 


MOSCOW (R) — Thousands of 
demonstrators shouting national- 
ist slogans massed in Tbilisi, the 
capital of Soviet Georgia, for die 
second straight day Saturday but 
tanks pulled out of the city centre 
and there was little tension, 
Georgian journalists reported. 

A journalist at the Georgian 
news agency Gruztnform. talking 
by telephone from Tbilisi, said 
speakers were addressing about 

20.000 people gathered in front of 
the government and Communist 
Party headquarters. 

About 30 major industrial 
plants remained on strike, includ- 
ing die huge Dmitrov aircraft 
engine plant, and virtually all 
schools in the city were closed, 
she said. 

In & wave of strikes and de- 
monstrations Friday, about 

100.000 people massed on the 
embankment of the Kura River 
bisecting the city to support 100 
people staging a hunger strike to 


WARSAW (R) — Solidarity 
leader Lech Walesa called on the 
opposition Saturday to build on a 
"beautiful victory” in talks with 
communist leaders by running in 
Poland's first free elections in 40 
yeans. 

Walesa asked the citizens* com- 
mittee of 150 union activists and 
opposition members to map out a 
strategy for the June polls which, 
under a deal with the govern- 
ment, will give them the right to 
enter parliament. 

Liberalised elections were 
among a series of radical reforms 
agreed in eight-week negotiations 
between the government and 
opposition and approved by the 
Sejm (parliament) Friday. 

The changes also pave the way 
for Solidarity’s legalisation after a 
seven-year ban. 

"I thank you for this beautiful 
political and propaganda de- 


press nationalist demands. 

But unlike Friday’s protest, 
tanks and other armoured vehi- 
cles made only a token appear- 
ance ra the city centre. Tbe few 
policemen in attendance made no 
attempt to intervene. 

"The tanks moved about the 
embankment early in the morn- 
ing, but now they're standing idle 
some distance from the city cen- 
tre,” the journalist said. “There 
are no armoured vehicles now 
near tbe meeting." 

One eyewitness said the tanks 
pulled away after demonstrators 
had poured onto the city’s main 
thoroughfare, Rustaveli Pros- 
pekt, to block their way. 

Some demonstrators at the 
gatherings have called for the 
secession of Georgia from the 
Soviet Union. 

Others have urged the com- 
plete integration into the Trans- 
caucasian Republic of Abkhazia, 
an autonomous area on the Black 


tory." Walesa told the commit- 
tee. which held its meeting in a 
Warsaw church building. 

"I'd like to ask you to try to 
take advantage of this victory so 
that we decide together how to 
enter the open fields of democra- 
cy and freedom,” he sa«J. 

The reforms begin a process of 
dismantling the Communist Par- 
ty’s power monopoly and putting 
Poland on the road to parliamen- 
tary democracy. 

Other measures include the 
creation of a state presidency and 
easier rules on the formation of 
dubs and associations. 

Walesa asked the citizens’ com- 
mittee, of which he is the chair- 
man, to organise the election 
campaign and said the Solidarity- 
led opposition should make the 
most of its opportunity in the 
vote. 

"It would be very r bad if we 


Sea coast. Demands by Abkha- 
zians to secede from Georgia and 
create their own republic have 
sparked tension throughout the 
region in recent weeks. 

Georgians fiercely oppose the 
demands of the Abkhazians, who 
constitute a minority even in their 
own region. 

The Georgian Communist Par- 
ty leadership has also denounced 
the demands und this week dis- 
missed the party chief m Abkha- 
zia, Boris Adleyba, who backed 
demands for secession. 

One Georgian group has orga- 
nised a demonstration Sunday for 
the Abkhaz town of Gagra, with 
upto 5.000 demonstrators ex- 
pected to be brought in by bus 
from other parts of Georgia. 

Residents in the picturesque 
town fear clashes and several 
Georgian schools and kindergar- 
tens have been closed after re- 
ceiving anonymous threats. 


lost. We would then have limited 
possibilities and limited freedom. 
Nobody else can achieve this for 
us," he said. 

Walesa’s comments followed 
an appeal to union members Fri- 
day by Solidarity’s national ex- 
ecutive commission (KKW) to 
take part in the elections. 

Under the liberalised election 
laws, the opposition will be 
allowed to compete for 35 per 
cent of the 460 seats in the Sejm, 
while elections to a new 100-seat 
senate (upper house) will be fully 
democratic — for the first time 
since the communists took power. 
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Middle East News 


Junblatt warns France 
to keep out of Lebanon 


DAMASCUS (Agencies) — 
Lebanese Progressive Socialist 
Party (PSP) leader Walid Junb- 
latt told France Saturday to keep 
out of Lebanese politics or face 
unpredictable consequences. 


Addressing a news conference 
in Damascus, he warned that 
French political or military in- 
tervention would put at risk 15 
million Christians in the Middle 
East. 


“What is happening m Leba- 
non is an internal conflict which 
requires political reform and the 
overthrow of the military... we 
warn France not to 'be dragged 
into a political and military 
adventure in Lebanon," Junblatt 
said. 

France, which ruled Sryia and 
Lebanon under a League of Na- 
tions mandate between the two, 
world wars, has sent tbo ships 
with medicines, food and oil to 
Lebanon as humanitarian aid for 
civilians after fierce artillery bom- 
bardments. 


porting Aoun, who heads an in- 
terim military administration 
vying for power with a civilian 
cabinet. 

“French political or military 
intervention, God forbid, would 
complicate the situation in Leba- 
non and endanger more than 15 
million Christians living in the 
Middle East... it would mean a 
disaster for the whole region... it 
would be a very risky game,” he 
said. 

Junblatt dismissed a call by 
Major-General Aoun for a dia- 
logue with rival forces, saying 
that the army chief was not sin- 
cere. 

“We as national forces want 
dialogue with Christian democra- 
tics forces, but we could never 
have dialogue with those who 
were behind the disaster (of the 
last three weeks), namely Aoun 
and his clique. This is impossible. 
This clique should be over- 
thrown,” he said. 


political regime,” Junblatt said. 


A French envoy visited Beirut 
this week to back up an Arab 
League ceasefire call and assess 
Lebanon's aid needs. 

Syrian troops and their allies 
and forces loyal to army chief 
Michel Aoun generally adhered 
to the three-day-old Arab League 
ceasefire Saturday. 

More than 150 people were 
killed and over 560 wounded in 
more than three weeks of artillery 
battles which devastated Beirut in 
some of the bitterest fighting in 
Lebanon’s 14-year civil war. 

Junblatt accused France of sup- 


Syria has also demanded 
Aoun's resignation. He was 
named to run an interim govern- 
ment by outgoing President Amin 
Gemayel after parliament failed 
to elect a new head of state. 

The artillery battles erupted 
March 14 after Aoun ■sought to 
impose bis control outside the 
Christian enclave by blockading 
illegal ports which supplied Leba- 
non's militias with much of their 
funds. 

Junblatt said Lebanon needed 
a political solution to its crisis 
with radical reforms and the in- 
.traduction of a new political 
system. 

“... we do not want war. we 
want peace. We want a new 


U.S. welcomes Aoun call 

The United States Friday 
praised a call by Aoun for politic^ 
al reform, saying it would open 
the way to resolving some of the 
fundamental problems tearing 
Lebanon apart. 

The comments appeared to in- 
dicate a State Department tilt 
towards the Aoun regime. 

It was the first time in the latest 
round of artillery duels that the 
State Department has departed 
from its language of neutrality. 

Aoun Thursday called for a 
conference between the waning 
sides to discuss power-sharing be- 
tween Christians and Muslims. 

“We have achieved equality in 
humiliation for 14 years-," Aoun 
said. “We have to acquire equal- 
ity today in responsibility, libera- 
tion, dignity and partnership.” 

“We have to be partners in 
making out destiny, because this 
partnership alone is bound to 
realise justice, equality and equal 
opportunities in a full national 
sense," he said. 

Aoun said the Lebanese will 
have to pay much more dearly If 
they delay in achieving unity, 
security, dignity, stability and re- 
construction of their homeland. 

“We welcome the commitment 
that General Aoun made," said 
the State Department “We ap-. 
plaud his recognition that all 
Lebanese have the right to secur- 
ity, liberty, and dignity." 

Richard Boucher, a State De- 
partment spokesman, said 
Aoun's call is “another step down 
the road" to a settlement in Leba- 


Afghan missile causes 
casualties in Pakistan 


KABUL (R) — A long-range 
Afghan missile missed a Mujahe- 
deen rebel target and slammed 
into Pakistani territory, causing 
casualties, a government spokes- 
man said Saturday. 

Foreign Ministry spokesman 
Mohammad Amani said the 
Scud-B missile hit a training camp 
of Pakistani security forces and 
Afghan Mujahedeen rebels. The 
Soviet-made missile was aimed at 
a Mujahedeen camp near Jalala- 
bad on the Afghan side of the 
border. 

Amani said the incident, the 
fust time that an Afghan long- 
range missOe had hit Pakistani 
territory, was a mistake. 

He said it happened this week 
but gave no exact date. 

Afghanistan has repeatedly ac- 
cused Pakistan on sheltering and 
arming rebels battling to over- 
throw the Soviet-backed govern- 
ment of President Najibullah. 

The Soviet missile had a range 
of 380 kilometres. 

In Islamabad. Pakistan said it 
had protested to Afghanistan 
against what it called a long-range 
rocket attack on a border post, 
calling it a provocation that could 
have serious consequences. 

A Foreign Ministry statement 
said a Soviet-supplied Scud mis- 
sile fired by Afghan forces early 
Friday extensively damaged some 
government buildings and private 
property at Torkham Post in the 
Khyber Pass. It did not mention 
casualties. 

A strong protest was handed to 
the Afghan charge d'affaires in 
Islamabad and a complaint made 
to United Nations officials, it 
added. 

Amani said the missile had 
“caused material damage and 
casualties." 

Jalalabad has been the scene of 
heavy fighting between Afghan 
government forces and an 
alliance of rebels based in 
Pakistan. 

The Afghan diplomat was told 
that “the responsibility of the 
serious consequences arising 
from such an attack would rest 


entirely with the Kabul regime," 
Saturday's statement said. It re- 
ported no casualties. 

The incident was the second of 
its kind in the area within nine 
days. But in the previous incident 
March 29, witnesses said a Scud 
missile fell within Afghan terri- 
tory a few hundred metres from 
Torkham killing at least 10 
people. 

Local newspapers said the 
latest rocket destroyed a Pakista- 
ni post office and two other build- 
ings at the Torkham border com- 
plex. 

Afghan rebels across the bor- 
der are in the midst of the 
five-week-old offensive against 
Jalalabad. 

Pakistan denies Afghan 
charges that its troops axe fighting 
alongside the ^Western- backed! re- 
bels in the battle for Jalalabad, 
capital of Nangarhar province. 


killed at least 15 Afghan refugees 
in the dashes. 

Pakistan has repeatedly denied 
interfering in the internal affairs 
of Afghanistan or helping the 
rebels militarily. 






The rebels launched an offen- 
sive March 5, aiming to capture 
Jalalabad and set up their govern- 
ment-in -exile in the provindal 
capital. 

Government forces repulsed 
the offensive, forcing a military 
stalemate with the two sides now 
fighting with long-range artillery 
and rockets. 

Asked whether Kabul intended 
to apologise to Pakistan, Amani 
said: “The Pakistanis have been 
engaged in an aggression against 
us without offering any apology, 
why should be apologise to 
them?" 

Najibullah said March 20 that 
Pakistan had to weigh up the 
consequences of its support for 
the Mujahedeen rebels. He did 
not rule out military action 
against Pakistan. 

Amani reported fresh fighting 
around Jalalabad and in other 
areas, saying rebel attacks had 
killed at least seven dvilians. 

He also said there had been 
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clashes between Afghan refugees 
wishing to return train Pakistan 
and Pakistani security forces in 
recent weeks. 

He said Pakistani troops had 


An unexploded rocket fired by 
Afghan government soldiers lies 
embedded in sand near Jalalabad 


Demonstrators hold Lebanese flags during a meeting in front of the 
Lebanese embassy in Paris protesting at tbe latest outbreak of violence 
In Beirut. 


non. But he conceded that “I 
can't say that we can be optimistic 
about the situation. I think this 
shows a path to resolving some of 
the fundamental problems that 
are there,' and that’s why we 
support it." 

Boucher said tbe United States 
does not have “any precise for- 


MIDDLE EAST NEWS IN BRIEF 


Moscow: Shamir plan unworkable 


LONDON (R) — Soviet Foreign Ministry spokesman Gennady 
Gerasimov said Saturday that Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Shamk’s plan for Palestinian elections in the occupied West Wank 
and Gaza was unworkable. “It’s a stillborn child, a stillborn 
idea,*’ Gerasimov said on Britain’s Channel Four television. “It 
cannot work becau s e you really solve the Palestinian 

problem without the PLO.” Shamir unveiled his ejection plan 
Thursday, in talks with President Bush in Washington, as a way to 
select a Palestinian delegation to -negotiate an interim - p eri od 4» f - 
sdf-govmunent in tbe West Bank and Gaza Strip. Gerasimov 
Britain after a visit by Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev, m3 
Palestinians coetd only view the election proposal as “a recipe for' 
quislings.” He also said Jewish settlement of the occupied 
territories, was a timebomb. 


Libya rejects criticism over bombers 


NICOSIA (R) — Libya has rejected foreign criticism over its 
purchase of Soviet bombers, saying colonialist forces were spread- 
ing lies. A political commentary distributed by the official news 
agency JANA said that “Libya warns against any attempted 
aggression and will confront it with determination and resolute- 
ness. It also reserves its right to self-defence.” The agency did not 
comment explicitly on East-West arguments over the past few days 
whether Libya has acquired bombers that could attack Israel The 
Soviet Union says it sent kits to build six bombers with a top range 
of 500 kilometres. The United States says Libya is getting up to 15 
SU-24Ds jets which, even without mid-air refuelling, could reach 
Israel 1,100 kilometres away. Friday's JANA commentary said a 
campaign of lies was being mounted on the pretext that Libya had 
acquired sophisticated weapons. It said Libya was eager for peace 
but “will not give in to threats from any power.” 


Israeli women clash in Jerusalem 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (R) — Ultra-orthodox women pun- 
ched and bit members of a progressive women's prayer group at 
Jerusalem's western wall Friday, a member of the group said. She 
said five women were injured in the assault, the second attack in 
two days on women’s groups at the wall. Ultra-orthodox Jews 
oppose the women's prayer groups because they consider the 
sound of a woman’s singing voice seductive. They also say they go 


a gainst Jewish tradition that men and women pray separately and 
individually. Barbara Wachs, who led the Friday prayers, said at 


least four ultra-orthodox women attacked her group of 11, which 
included women from all streams of Judaism. “I was pulling her (an 
attacker) off one of the women and she turned around and bit me. I 
yelled ‘she bit me' and she turned around and bit me in the eye,” 
Wachs said. The five injured women filed complaints saying 
policemen had watched the attacks but did nothing to stop them. 
After the incident, police arrested two of the attackers. 
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Palestinians reject Shamir’s 
election call as stalling tactic 


By Nicolas B. Tatro 

The Associated Press 


mula that we’re trying to impose 
now.” The important thing is for 
the sides to &op fighting ana start 
talking, he said. 

Boucher reiterated repeated 
State Department calls of recent 
weeks for all sides, “foreign and 
domestic,” to respect the cease- 
fire mediated by the Arab 
League. 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM — 
Palestinians have made dear that 
a U.S.-backed Israeli call for 
elections in the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip would not stop tbe 
uprising against Israeli occupa- 
tion. 

Demonstrations in Jerusalem 
and the West Bank followed hard 
on die heels of Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak S hamir 's meet- 
ing with U.S. President George 
Bush Thursday. The prot e sts sig- 
nalled that Pales tinians here be- 
lieve. the U.S. pledge to work on 
the election idea was in- 
adequate. 

Palestine liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) Chairman Yasser 
Arafat, speaking in the Congo, 
attacked Shamir's proposal as 
“inappropriate, as usual” and 
vowed the uprising would con- 
tinue “until victory." 

Some inflnential Pales tinians in 
the occupied territories indicated 
elections might be possible if cer- 
tain conditions were met, such as 
U.N. supervision and a withdraw- 
al of Israeli troops. Their com- 
ments appeared to give the U.S. 
government some leeway to ex- 
plore the idea. 

“The PLO doesn't even have 
to openly agree to the idea. The 
PLO just has to let the process 
start. We just need an atmos- 
phere that will let things take 
off,” said an Israeli official who 
demanded anonymity. 

Shamir's plan is to bold elec- 
tions in the occupied West Bank- 
and Gaza Strip to choose Palesti- 
nian representatives to talk with 
Israel about establishing “auton-* 
omy” as an interim arrangement. 
Talks on the ultimate disposition 
of the land would be left until 
later. 


But many Palestinians said 
they feared he sought only an 
arrangement to halt the uprising 
and was not sincere about seeking, 
a long-term settlement. 

“The interim solution will be- 
come a -permanent solution. We 
have no trust in the Israeli side on 
this matter,’’ said Nablus 
businessman Said Kenaan. 

Nabfl Jabari, chairman of the 
now-dosed Hebron University in 
the West Bank, said the PLO 
would have to authorise an inter- 
national body to supervise the 
balloting and elections would 
have to be part of a larger settle- 
ment. 

“I could not agree to elections 
if it is only elections. It must be 
part of a package to solve the 
Palestinian problem,” said 
Jabari, who spent 65 days in jail 
without trial for resistance activi- 
ties during the uprising. 

Palestinians interviewed Friday 
said Israel would have to accept 

f iving up land it seized in the 
967 Middle East war and end the 
military occupation over the 1.7 
million Arabs in the West Bank 
and Gaza. 

“Shamir lias to announce that 
... he accepts the principle of 


.“I think the intifada, (uprising) 
wiD continue until Shamir comes 
up with a better proposal” mid 
Hanna Siniora, editor of foedaily 
Al Fajr newspaper. . : 

An Israeli official who briefed 
reporters on condition of anony- 
mity said Shamir’s proposal to 
President Bush did not link elec- 
tions to the return of calm to the 
. West Bank and Gaza. 

The offi cial said Israel hoped 
that international reaction would- 
be favourable to the electin 
idea. “If international public 
opinion accepts, I think the 
Palestinians would not have an* 

. easy time rejecting it,” he said. 

■ Tbe liberal daily Haaretz and 
the conservative Maariv news- 


papers 'concurred Shamir had 
only won a “time out." I laxetz 


territory for peace,” said Beth- 
lehem Mayor EHas Freii. 


lebem Mayor EHas Frdj. 

Other Palestinians ruled out 
Shamir’s latest proposal. 

“No and a thousand times no 
to the elections and even to the 
dialogue with Israelis under 
occupation,” said Sufian Khatib 
of Jerusalem, a surgeon. 

There was no sign of a letup in 
the 16-month-old intifada- 
In Jerusalem, for example, 
several -thousand Palestinians 


clashed with police, burning an 
Israeli flag ana shouting “Islamic 


and Arab Palestine” outside tbe 
Al Aqsa Mosque, one of Islam's 
holiest sites. 


said “The im pr e ssion is luat the 
Bush administration is not going 
to let Shamir off the book soon." 

Finance Minister Shimon 
Peres, head of the Labour Party 
and Shamir’s rival in the coalition 
government, expressed some 
scepticism about Shainiris plan. 
“I still (don’t see) a second side 
for negotiations, and the question 
is whether we can find Palestinian 
representatives," he was quoted 
as saying by the Itim news 
agency. 

Alex Bligh, Shamir's Arab 
affair s adviser, said on Israel's 
Arabic TV that Shamir ami tile 
Pales tinians would engage in a 
tug-of-war to see who would 
make the least “concessions” and 
that initial rejections were to be 
expected. 

“In the coming weeks ... we 
will see attempts by all sides to 

f ive the least and get the most 
erhaps by the end of spring or 
the be ginning of summer, it win 
-be possible to get from everytone 
enough centimetres of movement 
to start tbe process,” he said. 


Rebels report large anti-Khomeini 
demonstrations, protests, clashes 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Iranian 
opposition group, Mnjahedeen-e- 
Khalq, has reported “extensive 
demonstrations and clashes” be- 
tween people and Iranian Revol- 
utionary Guards in the cities of 
Najaf-Abad, Yazdanshahr, 
Amix-Abad and the town of 
Fmam in central Iran. 

. .“Proleajfejnpnsti^iaj^in^Ia- 

jaf-Abad, the hpm^TO of (Ira- 
nian rt^Wboriary "leader Ayatol- 
lah Ruhollah) Khomeini’s de- 
posed successor, Hossein-Ali 
Montazeri, which began as scat- 
tered clashes in different parts of 
the dty Sunday, April 2, reached 
a peak on April 4 and 5, as local 
residents joined the proteste en 
masse,” according to a Mujahe- 
deen statement telexed to the 
Jordan Times late Friday. 

“Cashes broke out throughout 
die dty Tuesday morning and the 
Khomeini regime brought in 5000 
guards from the Isfahan Guards 
Corps to confront the people,” it 
said. As dashes continued, pro- 
testors disarmed some of the... 
guards and returned the guards' 
fire. They chanted “Down with 
Khomeini” and set_ fire to the 
guards corps HQ, the governor’s 


office and* tbe office of Mullah 
Izadi, the Friday prayers leader.” 
A number of guards and some 
civilians died In the dashes, it 
said. The many wounded were 
transferred to Montazeri Hospital 
in Najaf Abad and also to several 
hospitals in Isfahan, inducting 
Issa Ben Maryam. Sadoughi (ran 
by the gua rds jggi pg), Amin .and 
Ka^tmJbK»pitBls>-it addfcctn T 
According to the statement^ 
Tuesday evening, the guards 
raided people’s homes, making 
hundreds of arrests. “Despite the 
protests of nurses ^and medical, 
staff in Issa Ben Maryam and 
Kashaui Hospitals, the wounded 
were forcefully taken away by the 
guards,” it said. 


A report prepared by the 
guards corps command blamed 
the Mujahedeen for starting and 
spreading the dashes and added 
that Montazeri’s issue was only a 
pretext, particularly as ideas by 
Mullah Dorri-Najafabatti, Mon- 
tazeri’s representative, catiig-fbr 
an end to demonstrations and 


^dashes, wept unheeded by the 
r^geople, if concluded. : !l 


Executions 


In Najaf-Abad, a nightly cur- 
few has been imposed and check- 
points have been set up at all 
entrances into the dty. Any 
movement to or from the city is 
strictly controlled, it added. 

Clashes also broke out in Yaz- 
danshahr, Anrir-Abad and the 
town of Emam, which lie near 
Isfahan and Najaf-Abad, accord- 
ing to the statement, which 
quoted local reports. 


In another statement, the Mu- 
. jahedeen said the Khomeini reg- 
ime has been executing political 
prisoners and identifying the vic- 
tims as drug traffickers for the 
past few months. In Tehran 
alone, many cases have been re- 
ported, it said. Four Mujahedeen 
political prisoners, including a 
physician, were hanged in 
Sadeghieh Square in January. In 
February, seven political prison- 
-ers were hanged at Moiavi junc- 
. tion, five in Piroozi Square, three 
in Haftcbenar district, . three in 
. Shahpour Square and one in 


Hashemi Square. All were 
porters of the Mujahedeen, 


statement said. 


Rushdie sentence will be 


carried out — Khamenei 


NICOSIA (AP) — Iranian Presi- 
dent Ali Khamenei Saturday told 
Iran's ambassadors to the 12 
European Community (EC) na- 
tions that a death sentence 
against British novelist Salman 
Rushdie would be carried out, 
state-run Tehran Radio reported. 

The broadcast, monitored in' 
Nicosia, qudted him as saying 
that Ayatollah Ruhollah 
Khomeini’s “fatwa (religious de- 
cree) against the apostate wri- 
ter... is a decree based on Sharia, 
and is irrevocable.” 

“Without any equivocation be 
(Rushdie) is sentenced to death, 
because he has insulted the be- 


liefs of more than one billion 
Muslims worldwide," Khamenei 
said. 

Khomeini ordered Feb. 14 that 
Rushdie be sought out and killed 
for defaming Islam in his novel 
“The Satanic Verses.” 

Fourteen Western nations in- 
ducting Britain and its EC part- 
ners recalled their ambassadors 
from Tehran to protest the de- 
cree. 

Iran called back its -envoys 
from community countries in re- 
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_ The European Co mmuni ty Da- 


tamation and later severed ties tions later agreed that each cdun- 
with Britain, accusing Prime try would decide of its own 
Minister Margaret Thatcher of accord on returning their envoys 
conspiring against Islam. to Tehran. 
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Lawzi receives French envoy 


Speaker of the Upper House of Parliament Ahmad 
Al Lawzi received in his office Saturday French 
Ambassador in Amman Patrick Ledercq. Lee* 
lercq, whose tour of duty here has now ended. 


discussed with Lawzi general topics related to 
r elatio ns between France and Jordan (Petra 
photo). 


NHF workshop prepares for 
opening of Jubilee School 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Noor Al 
Hussein Foundation (NHF) 
Saturday opened a week-long 
workshop on new trends in curri- 
culum development and instruc- 
tions in chemistry, in preparation 
for the opening of the Jubilee 
School. 

A total of 21 specialists, edu- 
cationalists, and high calibre 
teachers from various educational 
institutions are taking part in the 
workshop activities which are 
being held in cooperation with 
the British Co unci] and Moray 
House College of Education in 
Edinburgh, Scotland. 

Participants attending the 
workshop represent the Ministry 
of Education, the United Nations 
Relief and Works Agency for Pal- 
estine refugees (UNRWA), the Uni- 
versity of Jordan, community col- 
leges, the Armed Forces Cultural 
Department and a number of 
Jordanian schools. 

The participants will discuss 
and learn about new directives in 
matters related to problem-solv- 


ing abilities such as selecting in- 
formation, interpreting graphs, 
drawing up conclusions, explain- 
ing, predicting and generalising. 

They will consider available 
material dealing with science and 
technology in the society, and wQl 
try out techniques used to de- 
velop and assess practical skills. 

The participants will be 
oriented on the most up-to-date 
trends in developing curricula 
and designing courses for 
teaching chemistry and sciences. 

The Jubilee School is a model 
secondary school for gifted stu- 
dents and is being established by 
the NHF in honour of His Majes- 
ty King Hussein's deep commit- 
ment to education and in recogni- 
tion of the great strides made 
under his leadership. 

The school will provide out- 
standing students from Jordan 
and other Arab countries with 
the highest quality education. 

As a model school, it will con- 
tribute to the development of 
education throughout the region. 


The Jubilee School, the estab- 
lishment of which was announced 
Airing the King 's 50th birthday in 
1985, will offer extensive educa- 
tional opportunities and allow for 
concentrated study. 

It is also expected to provide 
instruction and activities aimed to 
encourage self reliance, high 
motivation, personal responsibil- 
ity, skilk of investigation, prob- 
lem solving, creativity and inde- 
pendent thinking. 

Two workshops were held in 
the summer of 1988 also in prepa- 
ration for the Jubilee School 
which will be built on a 120 
dunums of land. 

The school will include labor- 
atories, libraries, workshops, 
dormitories, playgrounds, an in- 
door swimming pool, restaurants 
and residential quarters for the 
staff. 

The projected JD 4 million 
school is expected to be ready 
before the 1990-1991 scholastic 
year. 


Zakat Fund spends 
JD 902,793 in 1988 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Zakat 
(alms) Fund spent an amount of 
JD 902,793 last year, in the form 
of recurrent aid to needy families 
in Jordan, in addition to an assist- 
ance of JD 466,520 to West Bank 
students, attending the Jordanian 
universities, Zakat Fund Director 
General Sheikh Mohammad 
Shakra said Saturday. 

At a press conference held at 
the Ministry of Awqaf and Isla- 
mic Affairs Saturday, Sheikh 
Shakra pointed out that the Fund 
last year allocated JD 1,178,288 
to the families of the martyrs in 
the occupied West Bank in addi- 
tion to an allocation of JD 
466.520 for students from the 
occupied West Bank and Gaza 
Strip, who, as a result of the 
uprising, lost their funding 
sources in the occupied terri- 
tories. 

Shakra also said that the Fund 
granted JD 31,550 to 260 needy 
families in the form of regular 
monthly assistance, in addition to 
emergency cash assistance totall- 
ing JD 23,302 to 300 persons and 
JD 4,475 as cash assistance to 200 
students from Jordan. 

On die Fund's assistance to the 
West Bank, Shakra pointed out 
that some 875 students from the 
occupied West Bank and Gaza 
Strip benefited from the Fund's 
assistance last year. 

The Fund also paid JD 220,850 
in aid to 306 families in the 
occupied territories, in addition » 
to JD 368,083 paid to needy 
people in the various govern o- 


rates and districts throughout the 
country. 

Shakra noted that the Fund's 
resources are totally dependent 
on those of the Ministry of Awqaf 
and that the Fund supervises the 
work of 45 Zakat committees in 
Jordan and 20 committees in the 
West Bank. 

Shakra said the Fund’s re- 
venues last month totalled JD 
110,228, of which JD 2305 were 
paid as monthly assistance to 152 
needy families, JD 370 as 
emergency aid, and JD 12,487 as 
conditional assistance to 855 

families. 

He noted that emergency 
assistance is given to some needy 
people as a lump sum payable 
once in accordance with the con- 
ditions set by the donors. 

However, Shakra noted any 
donor has the right, in accord- 
ance with the Zakat Law,~~to 
name the beneficiary or benefi- 
ciaries to benefit from his alms 
and the Zakat Fund should re- 
spect his conditions by giving the 
sum donated to Che person or 
persons mentioned by name. 

He added that the Fund retains 
only 10 per cent of thefamount to 
be paid to other beneficiaries. 

On the Fund's future plans, 
Shakra said it will allocate JD 

100.000 for education, JD 

200.000 for setting up homes for 
the aged and the poor, in addition 
to JD 100,000 for setting up 
income generating projects for 
the poor and JD 60,000 for a 
bee-breeding project. 


Greater Amman organises 
special Ramadan programme 


AMMAN (Petra, J.T.) — The 
Greater Amman Municipality has 
organised special evening prog- 
rammes to be carried out 
throughout the holy month of 
Ramadan. 

A municipality spokesman said 
that the programme, which was 
prepared in cooperation with the 
Ministry of Awqaf and Islamic 
Affairs, entails evening prayers at 
the Hasbemieb Square near the 
Roman Amphitheatre, down- 
town Amman, and lecturer and 
seminars on religious topics. 

The spokesman said that the 
programme is being carried out 


on Sundays and Thursdays each 
week and noted that Minister of 
Awqaf and Islamic Affairs Abdul 
Aziz Al Khayyat will be among 
the speakers. ' 

In keeping with a tradition 
during the past months of Rama- 
dan, the municipality has opened 
a Ramadan Souq, an opea air 
market place, which is normally 
opened in the evening, to allow 
shoppers ro buy a wide range of 
products at reduced prices. 



Minister of Higher Education Nassereddin A] Assad 
and AAU Secretary General Dr. Mohammad Dug- 


heim Saturday sign an agreement for establishing 
headquarters in Amman (Petra photo) 


Jordan, AAU agree to establish 
association’s HQ in Amman 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Animan- 
based Association of Arab Univer- 
sities (AAU) and the Jordanian 
goveemment Saturday signed an 
agreement for es tablishin g the 
permanent headquarters in 
Amman. 

The AAU, which was boused 
for the past few years at the 
premises of the Ministry of High- 
er Education, will now have a 
separate headquarters in Jubeiba, 
under the terms of the agreement 
signed by Minis ter of Higher 
Education Nassereddin Al Assad 
and the AAU Secretary General 
Dr. Mohammad Dugheim. 

Under the terms of the agree- 
ment. the Jordanian government 
will grant the AAU and its staff 
privileges and immuni ty similar 
to that accorded to the various 
Arab League organisations based 
in Amman and similar to those 
granted to diplomatic missions in 
the Kingdom. 

Upon signing the agreement. 


Dugheim voiced his appreciation 
and gratitude to His Majesty 
King Hussein, His Royal High- 
ness Crown Prince Hassan and 
the Jordanian government for the 
hospitable treatment accorded to 
the AAU and its staff in Jordan, 
which, he said, enabled the asso- 
ciation to cany out its operations 
and serve Arab universities.! 

Later, Dugheim sept a cable to 
King Hussein voicing his grati- 
tude and those of the AAU staff 
for the establishment of the Asso- 


ciation headquarters in Amman. 

The AAU organises the affairs 
of the various seminars and con- 
ferences related to and initiated 
by universities in the Arab 
World, and collects and publishes 
information related to the activi- 
ties of these universities. 

Despite the Israeli occupation 
of Arab Land in Palestine the 
AAU has accepted the Palesti- 
nian universities as members, and 
continues to proride support for 
their activities. 


7,600 TELEPHONES DISCONNECTED: The Telecommunica- 
tions Corporation has recently disconnected 7,6 00 telephones, 
belon ging to subscribers who failed throughout the year 1988 to 
settle the telephone bills to the corporation. Commenting on the 
corporation's measure, its Assistant Director General Walid Al 
Duweik said that these telephones will not be connected again until* 
the oonceroed subscribers settle their telephone bills and pay the 
reconnection fee. Asked if the corporation will allow subscribers to 
pay their bills by instalments, Duweik dismissed such a possibility, 
saying that the corporation will not resort to such means, and called 
on all telephone subscribers to settle their bills for the first three 
months of this year (Al Ra'i). 


Cultural programme 
ends at Karak Castle 


KARAK (Petra, J.T.) — A 
week-long cultural programme 
ended at the ancient castle of 
Karak in sonthern Jordan 
Saturday. 

The programme which was 
organised by the Department of 
Libraries, Documentations and 
National Archives included book 
exhibitions, poetry recitals, and a 
display of historic documents. 


Visitors enjoyed documentary 
films tackling different cultural 
subjects and lectures, and took 
part in seminars on the history of 
the Kingdom and the castle of 
Karak. 

There was also an art exhibi- 
tion featuring works of local 
artists and special wings for chil- 
dren’s books. During the event 
books were sold at nominal cost. 



The Main Spa complex 


Ma’in Spa overcomes 
communication problem 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Ma’in 
Spa complex which was formally 
opened last , year has overcome 
the problem of telephone com- 
munications , a step that paved 
the way for a noticeable increase 
m the number of visitors since the 
beginning of 1989, according to 
the Mr. Michael Nazzal the com- 
plex director. 

He said in a statement carried 
by the Al Dusiour daily that 
special rates for Jordanian fami- 
lies have been introduced lately 
in view of the current economic 
situation, designed to encourage 
domestic tourism. 

* In addition, Nazzal noted, a 
foreign tourist coming to Jordan 


for the first time can benefit from 
a three-week tour programme 
which entails visits to the spa in 
the course of a tour of other 
famous places in the Kingdom, 
such as Madaba, Petra, Jerash 
and the desert castles. 

The JD 14-million project 
which was opened in May 1988 
has a 150-room hotel, as well as 
swimming pools, restaurants and 
special therapeutic facilities using 
mineral water. 

There are also playing grounds 
for children open natural springs 
and other basic facilities. The spa 
can be readied through a newly 
built highway from Madaba, 30 
kilometres south of Amman. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 

The fallowing listings are compiled from monthly bulletins and 
the daily Arabic press. Readers are advised to verify the listed 
rime and place with the concerned institutions. 

EXHIBITIONS 

4 An art exfafirftkn displaying paintings by children at the 
Housing Bank Complex. 

& A plastic art ethibitiott by Musa AJjawi at the Yannouk 
Uotarsfry. 

* An art ndiib&fem by Dr. Abdo Kxshout of the Fine Arts 
; Department at the Yarmmk University, 


* A fntmtJBmestiticd “Brian’s Song” at the American Centre 

- 4Mpa. 


NATIONAL NEWS IN BRIEF 


MORE MINERALS PRODUCED: Jordan last year produced 18 
per cent more minerals than it did in the previous years, altogether 
worth JD 276 million compared to JD 234 milli on produced in 1987, 
according to an official from the Natural Resources Authority 
(NRA). The official said that Jordan's production included phos- 
phate, fertilisers, cement and potash, most of which was exported to 
other countries (Petra). 

IRAQI MILITARY TEAM IN AMMAN: A visiting Iraqi military 
delegation led by Lt.-Gen. Iyad Fatih AI Rawi Saturday called at the 
Armed Forces Headquarters and was briefed on the development of 
the Jordanian Armed Forces and their training programmes. The 
delegation, which arrived in Amman last Thursday on a several day 
visit, will tour different military positions and archaeological sites in 
the Kingdom (Petra). 

GREEN BELT AROUND MAFRAQ: Mafraq Municipality has 
prepared designs to set up a green belt around the city. It said that 
the belt of 30 kilometres in length and 100 metres in width is designed 
to protect the environment. The green belt, which is being supported 
by the Ministry of Municipal and Rural Affairs and the Environment, 
entails planting thousands of trees (Petra). 

NMC BEGINS THIRD TERM: The National Music Conservatory 
(NMC) Saturday commenced its third term of the current school year 
with the attendance of 162 students. The students are taking 
instructions on playing various musical instruments by 22 high calibre 
instructors. All public and private schools are currently closed for the 
spring holiday which ends Saturday 15, 1989 (Petra). 

JUST CLUB OPENS: President of the University of Science and 
Technology (JUST) Kamel Ajlouni Saturday opened the University 
Staff Club, which was established with the aim of bolstering cultural, 
social, sport and technical relations and enhancing the university’s 
relations with the local community. Also Saturday the university 
received 50 Italian beehives which will be put in the gardens located 
in the university campus (Petra). 

ART EXHIBITIONS: Yannouk University President Mohammad 
Hamdan Saturday opened a four-day plastic art exhibition by Mousa 
Ijjawi. Hamdan also inaugurated another art exhibition by the artist 
Abdo Kashout from the University of Fine Arts Department (Petra). 

AID DISTRIBUTED IN TAFILEH: The National Fund last year 
g»ve JD 128,664 as recurrent aid to some 570 families in TafQeh 
Governorate and JD 1,237 to 75 foster families in the govemorate 
(Petra). 

QATARNEH INSPECTS GOVERNORATE: Zarqa Governor 
Eid Qatameh Saturday paid an inspection tour to some neighbour- 
hoods in Zarqa, Russaifa and the Hxttin camp, in the eastern 
outskirts of Amman, and inspected the progress of work in the water 
and sewerage project and the road asphalting project in the camp 
(Petra). 

JD 462JWQ FOR ZARQA ROADS: Ministry of Public Works has 
allocated JD 462,000 for the construction and maintenance of roads 
in Zarqa Governorate (Petra). 


AO AS to take part in 
Montreal conference 


T 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Am- 
man-based Arab Organisation for 
Administrative Sciences (AOAS) 
w3I tike part in an annual inter- 
national conference due to open 
in Montreal, Canada, 
Wednesday. 

An organisation spokesman 
said that the week-long confer- 
ence, which is organised by the 
International Labour Organisa- 
tion (ILO) will look into develop- 
ing the ILO’s international in- 
formation network by transform- 
ing it mfo an international asso- 
ciation to be based in Geneva. 


He said that the projected asso- 
ciation win be entrusted with 
collecting information and clas- 
sifying aO institutions concerned 
with administrative development. 

The Montreal meeting, he said, 
will work out a strategy and a 
working plan for the coming 
three years. 

The AOAS Director General 
Naser Al Savegh, who will repre- 
sent ihe organisation at the meet- 
ing, said that the network was 
es t a b lish e d is 1980 through the 
joint efforts of the ILO and the 
United Nations Development 
Programme. 


‘Jordan to face water shortage of 75m. 
cubic metres annually by the year 2005’ 


AMMAN (J.T.) — ' A study 
prepared jointly by the Minis- 
try of Water and Irrigation and 
the Jordan Valley Authority 
(JVA) reveals that the King- 
dom will be facing a shortage 
of 75 million cubic metres of 
water annually by the year 
2005 unless more resources are 
found and exploited in the 
Kingdom. 

Die study, which was sub- 
mitted to a water strategy 
seminar held in Amman 
earlier this month, also re- 
vealed that nearly 85 per cent 
of rain water which falls in the 
country is either evaporated or 
flows down the wadis and 
streams to the River Jordan 
and the Dead Sea. 

According to the study some 
7,200 million cubic metres of 
water fail on Jordan annually 


on an average basis but very 
little is exploited. 

The study said that water 
resources in Jordan are being 
exploited for drinking and 
domestic use, for industry and 
irrigation, and the concerned 
authorities continue to cany 
out projects designed to pro- 
vide more water supplies to the 
ever-increasing population and 
build dams to collect water for 
irrigation purposes. 

It said that 96 per cent of the 
Kingdom's population are now 
supplied with drinking water 
from springs and underground 
artesian wells thanks to pro- 
jects executed at Wadi Al 
Arba near Irbid, ' which sup- 
plies 20 million cubic metres 
annually; Qastal project, near 
Amman, with 15 million cubic 
metres capacity; Azraq project 


which supplies i4 million cubic 
metres; Deir Alla, in the Jor- 
dan Valley, which supplies 45 
million cubic metres; Sultani 
project near Karak with 3.5 
million cubic metres; Shobak. 
1-5 million cubic metres and 
Disi. 17 million cubic metres of 
water. 

The big and small industries 
of Jordan, which consume the 
considerable amounts of wa- 
ter, are located within the 
population centres, the study 
noted. 

The study noted that the 
successive development plans 
in Jordan allocated fair sums 
for the development of water 
resources — nearly JD 97 mil- 
lion during the 1976-1980 five- 
vear plan, JD 250 million in the 
1981-1985 plan and J D 280 in 


vi.'*. : 

^ie 1986-l99b plan. 

Since the beginning of the 
1960s, the paper noted, Jordan 
has directed its attention to 
constructing dams in the wadis 
with the purpose of collecting 
water for irrigation. 

It said that apart from Ai 
Wahdah Dam, which is being 
built on the Yannouk River 
near the Syrian border, Jordan 
has several dams which 
together hold an estimated 452 
million cubic metres of water. 

These dams are: Kafrain, 
Wadi Al Arab. King Talal, 
Sbarbabii, and Shueib. 

According to the study the 
governments of Jordan has 
spent a total of JD 231 million 
on water projects and irriga- 
tion schemes in the Jordan 
Valley region. 



Jordan takes part in Berlin Tourism Exhibition 


JORDAN look part in the West Berlin Tourism Exhibition for 
1989 along with 152 countries from around the world. The 
Jordanian pavilion at the exhibition, which was organised by the 
Ministry of Tourism, highli ghted the numerous economic and 
tourist projects in the Kingdom and displayed various programmes 
by Jordanian tourist and travel agencies for foreign visitors in the 


Kingdom. The exhibition also manifested a wide range of 
documents and photographs featuring the notable tourist centres 
such as the Dead Sea and the ancient sites. The Ministry of 
Tourism has organised the pavilion in cooperation with the Royal 
Jordanian office in Frankfort. 
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Moment of truth 

THE MOMENT of truth about the outcome of President 
George Bush’s encounters with leaders of the countries most 
directly affected by the Arab-Israeli conflict would only 
come when His Majesty King Hussein also gets his turn with 
the American president and his senior aides in the White 
House and Washington on April 19. The picture emerging 
thus far in the wake of President Bush’s meetings with. 
Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak and Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Shamir is blurry at this stage of the game. 
The Arab World would have to suspend final judgment 
about what has really transpired In Washington lately until 
His Majesty King Hussein concludes his talks there and 
reports to the Arab Nation on the results of his meetings 
with the American officials. 

It was not fortuitous, one still hopes, when President 
George Bush presented his blueprint for peace In the Middle 
East, at the end of his talks with President Mubarak, in such 
a way to begin with a call for an end to Israeli occupation of 
Arab territories, and end with the convening of a property 
structured international conference; with granting the 
Palestinians their full political rights serving as a central 
point. As long as these propositions remain the cardinal 
features of American policy towards the Arab-Israeli 
conflict, then the Arab side would have a good cause for 
optimism. Any deviation from these fundamental principles, 
or any attempt to dilute their potency by accepting 
diversionary recipes, should be rejected outright. King 
Hussein's forthcoming visit to Washington would therefore 
serve as the litmus paper which will gauge folly and 
completely the American scene as far as the Middle East is 
concerned. Such a trip would also write the third chapter 
about Washington’s story on the Middle East and would 
probably address, inter aba, the question of how to reconcile 
the apparent American acceptance of the Israeli offer to 
conduct elections in the West Bank and Gaza Strip with the 
three cardinal principles duly formulated and accepted by 
President Bush, namely, the end of Israeli occupation of 
Arab territories, acceptance of the political rights of the 
Palestinians and the convening of an international confer- 
ence on the Middle East. At the end the question remains, is 
the concept of elections going to be simply a decoy for 
procrastinating and derailing these very salient features 
about ultimate peace between the two sides in the Arab- 
Israeli conflict, and for frustrating the PLO’s role in the 
projected international conference? 


JORDAN PRESS EDITORIALS 


Af Ra’i daily newspaper Saturday tackled the American adminis- 
tration's handling of the Middle East situation, criticising it for 
supporting Israel's determination not to talk to the PLO, not to 
endorse the projected international conference and not to accept 
the Palestinian state. The paper said that the Bush administration 
furthermore, backed Israel's idea of implementing the Camp 
David accord in stages. The paper expressed astonishment at the 
Bush administration's behaviour and said that while U.S. Secret- 
ary of State James Baker advised Israel to talk to the PLO, we see 
the Bush administration backing Shamir's idea of rejecting any 
meetings with the pLO and supporting Israel's call for elections in 
the occupied lands. The paper said that Bush has tried to show 
that Washington was not adamant in its position with regard to 
the conference, but at the same time shelved any thinking about 
this question until the “proper time," as he called it. This strange 
behaviour on the part of the U.S. administration, the paper 
noted, is bound to cast doubts on the American credibility. It 
added that such position can only point to the fact that 
Washington continues to stick to its views and wants a solution to 
come through its own efforts and in agreement with Israel with 
the total exclusion of the Europeans and other parties. 

Writing in A1 Ra’i daily, columnist Tareq Masarweh also tackles 
Washington's stand vis a vis the Palestine question and asks why 
should elections be held in the occupied territories. The writer 
wonders why Washington wants to create substitutes for the PLO 
leadership at a time when its own representatives are currently 
holding a dialogue with the legitimate representatives of the 
Palestinian people in Tunis. What could the Palestinians negotiate 
with Israel about while they are under occupation and what would 
they gain if they stopped the intifada, the writer asks. He says that 
Israel ought to end its occupation of the Arab territories first and 
then invite the Palestinians for negotiations in the presence of 
U.N. Security Council members and other concerned parties in 
the Arab-Israeli conflict. The writer says that by presenting the 
“elections" question to the U.S. administation, the Israelis are 
clearly telling the world that they refuse to implement Security 
Council resolutions 242 and 338, and so they refuse to have peace. 

A1 Dustour daily echoes a total rejection of Shamir’s idea about 
elections to choose substitutes for the PLO leadership. Shamir’s 
proposals, it said, have been totally and outrightly rejected inside 
and outside the occupied territories since they are nothing but a 
ploy to deceive the world. The paper said that Shamir who 
presented the elections proposal is careful to implement the Camp 
David agreement, and has gone to Washington with only this idea 
on his mind. Shamir has totally ignored the question of peace and 
the implementation of U.N. Security Council resolutions 242 and 
338. and the prospect of an international conference to achieve 
that end. 

Sawt A1 Shaab daily newspaper said that Shamir tried to show the 
world that he was keen on ending the Arab-Israeli conflict but 
failed to mention any idea of pulling out Israeli forces from the 
occupied lands. The paper said that the question of peace with the 
Arab states and the implementation of resolutions to achieve that 
goal were never contemplated by the Israeli premier; and all he 
was keen about is to present the proposal of elections to be held 
under the yoke of occupation. If the United States wants to go 
along with Shamir in his ideas about the elections without giving 
any thought of asking Israel to pull out from the occupied lands, 
the paper said, then it has chosen a path that can never«bring 
peace closer to the region. 


Sunday’s Economic Pulse 


By . Dr. Fahed Fanek 


The ability to adjust spurs optimism 


PREVIOUSLY we used to talk of a “Red Line,” beyond winch 
external indebtedness becomes too heavy and unsafe. The people 
were always told that we were.still within die safety boundaries, 
and that we did not reach, and have no intention of crossing, the 
red line. The red line however, was flexible and mobile. Starting 
with a suggested percentage of the value of exports of goods and 
services including remittances, until it exceeded the set fine, we 
then conveniently changed the percentage rate up w ar d and 
pushed the line forward, and thus we still remain within the safety 

limi ts. 

Now it became obvious and beyond dispute that we have 
crossed toe red fine at least seven years ago, and found ourselves 
suddenly deep in an unsafe and dangerous territory. Unfortunate- 
ly, we Deeded long time to acknowledge: toe fatter fact that the; 
external indebtedness became a very heavy harden, far exceeding 
the capacity of the national economy to service, and that a major 
part of our capital expenditure represented a borrowed develop- , 
ment that was hopelessly unable to pay back the capital and service 
toe related debt, at least in toe short run. v 

At this stage we have to reform and adjust the economy in a 
comprehensive manner, reducing financial deficit, removing' 


inefficiencies here and there, and putting toe house in order, and 
toe direction on toe right course. We should not dunk for a 
moment that toe measures taken to reform the economy, whether 
in accordance with IMF p r e s c ri ptions or otherwise, are meant 
only to enable Jordan come up with toe foreign exchan g e needed 
to pay back the foreign debt- The reforms are absolutely 
necessary as desired objectives by themselves, so that we can 
survive toe arias, and seenre toe minimum and basic requirements 
of both production mid consumption. 

I am of toe opinion that toe foil repayment ,of due installments 
and interest .is beyond oar ability, even if the economy was 
actually reformed and adjusted properly. Repayment of debt 
needs a much larger economy, and a substantial growth. A 
surplus in the current account of the balance of payment is also 
needed to make repayment of debts in foreign currencies 
possible, but such surplus is not expected to happen overnight or 
m the few years to come. 

Some calculations of financial ratios may be in order to 
demonstrate toe above condushm. If Jordan’s indebtness is - 
within the range of $6.5 to $7 billion, we can assume that debt 
service needs between SI -1.5 billion a year/ of which half 


represents interest and toe other half represents installments on 

pnndpal loans. ... 

The above estimat e makes between 30 to 50 per cent of the over 
all national income, or 200 per Cent of the proraeds of commodity 
exports, or 40 to 65 per cent of toe gross receipts of foreign 

exch a ng e from ftD sources. 

The settlement of this relatively huge burden is extremely 
difficult even at the best of circumstances; therefore, the process 


tial relief of the . indebtness - burden, the repayment of w hich i s 
obviously beyond Jordan’s capacity now and in the near future. 

The business community is aware of the fart that the IMF tram 
is optimistic about' the future of the Jordanian economy. They 
rightly thinly that it is curable, that die crisis is containable, ami 
that -toe remedies are manageable. The major factor in this 
attitude is not the current situation as it stands, but the abifity to 
change. . 

During toe last six mouths, the government showed that it is in 
charge and able to rather tough decisions. Tjhat is a very 
welcome start, but it is only the start of a long way we have to go. 


French opposition in disarray [ Taxing the intifada 


By Nicholas Kotch 

Renter 

PARIS — Weakened by a string 
of electoral failures, the old guard 
running France's conservative 
opposition is in disarray following 
a challenge from a new genera- 
tion of rising political stars. 

Leaders of the RPR-UDF 
alliance were caught unprepared 
and confused by pressure for a 
wholesale rethink of their 
strategy. 

The assault was led by Michel 
Noir, riding hi gh since his elec- 
tion last month as mayor of Lyon, 
France's third city, and touted as 
a future presidential prospect. 

Noir and his supporters seized 
the initiative last weekend when 
they showed scant respect for 
their elders, notably RPR presi- 
dent and former Prime Minister 


Jacques Chirac. 

“The French are tired of tactic- 
al games, squabbles between 
leaders and toe problem of so- 
and-so’s status. 

“The French want a profound 
change,*’ Noir told a key RPR 
gathering in the Riviera resort of 
Nice. 

The applause left Chirac and 
his lieutenants shifting uncom- 
fortably in their seats. 

The old team, many in their 60s 
and 'former aides of the late Presi- 
dent General Charles de Gaulle, 
founder of the RPR, have a lotto 
answer for in the eyes of toe 
younger brigade. 

So has ex-president Valery Gis- 
card D’Estamg, the 63-year-old 
chief of the centrist UDF. 

Id the past 11 months the 
opposition has suffered three 
clear defeats at the polls against 


France’s Socialist-led govern- 
ment 

Chirac’s bid for the presidency 
was easily overcome by incum- 
bent Francois Mitterrand last 
May and the centre-right went on 
to lost control of parliament and 
concede substantial terrain in last 
month's municipal elections. 

Several years of Socialist 
, domination , stretch ahead with 
both Mitterrand and bis prime 
minister, Michel Rocard, raring 
well in opinion polls. No national 
elections are due until 1992. 

The Noir camp made a strong 
pitch for all the places on the list 
of opposition candidates at the 
June 18 European elections to be 
chosen from the young “renova- 
tors” group. 

“Young” in French political 
terms means the under-50s, poli- 
tical commentators say. Noir is in 


fact a g randfat h^r »alrtinnph at 44 

one of the fittest and best-looking 
in France. 

But the challenge to Chirac has 
not only come from moderates 
like Noir who hope to dislodge 
Mitterrand from the soft, consen- 
sual centre of French politics. 

The threat also lies on the right 
in the powerful shape of Corsican. 
Charles Pasqua, a former interior 
minister who thinks toe RPR has 
lost its way. 

“When you are in politics, you 
need convictions. Our problem is 
that we don't have enough people 
with convictions,” Pasqua said at 

Nice, dismissing talk of full fusion 

between the RPR and the UDF. 
“We will have trouble trying to 
occupy the ground on the centre- 
left. The Socialists are there 
already." 


Mystery route of the U.S. economy 


By Naseem Abdallah 

WASHINGTON — A senes of 
conflicting signals have again 
raised toe key question about the 
American economy: is it robnst 
and kicking or is it finally slowing 
down? 

In recent weeks there have 
been, quite unbelievably, con- 
vincing indications of both events 
occurring. While the Labour De- 
partment has been reporting in- 
creases in new jobs, the private 
sector has been warning of slower 
economic activity. The National 
Association of Purchasing Man- 
agement. quoting a survey, main- 
tained that it had found “a sharp 
drop in the rate of economic 
growth” in toe United States. 

This was quite in contrast with 
Labour Department statistics 
which showed that jobs had in- 
creased considerably, 415,000 in 
January and 289,000 in February.* 
“If the economy is slowing down 
then where are toe jobs coming 
from?” demanded one econom- 
ist. “At the same time, if there 
are jobs in toe market then how's 
that an indication of a stagnating 
economy?” 

Qualified senior economists 
believe that when simplified, toe 
situation, in the words of one 
expert, “makes no sense at all.” 
Most gurus in the higher echelons 
of Wall Street have been careful 
enough not to make any sweeping 
predictions because “the signs — 
either way — are too inexact.” 
Investment consultants said the 
labour figures were good in the 
short-term for the U.S. dollar but 
bad for the fight against inflation 
and, therefore, unwelcome. 

“It's a silly thing to say, but 
nobody wants to hear about job 
increases while the fears of higher 


nomy's direction. 

But. despite the high-powered, 
crystal gazing by some of the 
country's most eminent economic 
analysts., the questions about the 
future remain largely un- 
answered. This is because few 
pundits are prepared to risk their 
reputations and define a), toe' 
.path and b). the speed of the U.S. 
economic slowdown. 

* In many economists’ view the 
slowing of growth mil have to be 
quick-paced enough to avoid toe 
destabilising effect of a surge in. 
inflation and perhaps a recession. 
Bat how is that to be achieved in 
real life? No-one knows. Mean- 
while, inflation seems to be 
creeping up and keeping most 
investors and planners on tenter 
books. 


Another question which has 
often been raised relates to the 
chrome budget and trade deficits. 
What will happen, it is bong 
asked, if the U.S. dollar collapses 
under the consistent pressure of 
the two deficits? Again no-one 
has the answer. 

There is an ongoing debate on 
.the level of inflation that toe 
United States could consider 
“safe” and the level at which toe- 
country should take action. 

Since 1982, the United States 
has paid lip-service to its commit- 
ment to anti-inflationary mea- 
sures and yet it hasn’t suffered as 
a result of its pronouncements 
either in terms of jobs or econo- 
mic growth. An oversuppty of 
raw materials worldwide, as well 
as fierce competition from Asian 
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manufacturers, helped keep 
American price increases below 
four per cent. U.S. factories 
operated at nearly record rates of 
capacity. 

“But Ronald Reagan’s luck 
seems not to have rubbed off on 
George Bush,” said one com-, 
men ta tor recently. “As he (Bush) ' 
was cam p ai gning for president, 
commodity prices were rising and • 
‘ toe weak '/qollar - was vredndmg 
foreign Competition, allowing 
domestic manufacturers to raise 
toe prices of everything from 
plastics to shoes.” 

Most western economists be- 
lieve toe United States may 
already be headed into the lap of 
a self-perpetuating price-driven 
inflation. With labour costs rising 
at an annual rate of 6.8 per cent, 
toe Federal Reserve Board seems 
in no mood to dally. The Fed has 
gradually tightened credit, allow- 
ing the federal funds rate on 
overnight bank loans to rise three 
percentage points since May. 
This experts believe, can only 
have a negative impact on 
growth. 

The Fed's policy on controlling 
inflation or, for that matter, its 
policy on credit squeeze remains 
unclear. But economists agree 
that toe United States will be a 
more expensive place to live in 
during the coining months. Furth- 
ermore, in toe view of these 
experts, toe United States will 
eventually be shedding jobs and 
losing out to competition in the 
marketplace in the near future. 
Those who disagree with that 
scenario point out that time alone 
may tell — Academic File. 


By Michael S. Sen-ill 

During the 16 months of the 
Palestinian uprising, or intifada, 
in toe occupied West Bank and 
Gaza Strip, world attention has 
focused on Israel's attempt to 
batter its Arab opponents into 
submission with bullets and beat- 
ings, arrests and mass detentions. 
Last week the violent action was 
centered in Gaza, where Israeli 
troops imposed a 24-hour-a-day 
curfew to curb demonstrators 
protesting the killing of four 
Palestinian youths. In the turmoil 
two more people were killed and 
dozens wounded. 

The violent dashes, however, 
are only toe most visible part of 
toe lopsided battle between toe 
occupying authorities and their 
rock-throwing adversaries. The 
government of Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Shamir is ■ also waging 
quiet economic warfare against 
the Pales tinians . The Arabs call 
the punitive measures '‘intifada 
taxes, ” and their impact on the 
living standards of Palestinian 
femmes has been brutal. Exam- 
ples: 

— Palestinians must pay an 
average of $400 for a vehide tax. 
This newly invented charge, com- 
bined with toe annual car-reg- 
istration fee, sometimes exceeds 
toe value of the vehide. 

— Israel, has imposed a $100 
; fee. for travel ; to Jordan; MpabOKf- 
er, toe government has .Kmited, 
toe amount of money Arabs may 
receive from abroad to $400 a 
month. Intended to cot off dan- 
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Organisation funding for the in- 
tifada, the measure has crimped 
remittances from Palestinians 
working in neighbouring Arab 
countries, a major source of in- 
come for many West Bank and 
Gaza families. 

— In addition to running toe 
risk of having their houses knock- 
ed down by Israeli bulldozers, toe 
parents of stone-throwing chil- 
dren ages 14 and under are bit by 
fines of up to $2,000, an astrono- 
mical figure in a community 
where incomes average about 
$1,000 a year. 

Besides the fines and fees, 
Israel has tried to force the 
Palestinians to pay the bill for 
suppression of their own uprising 
through stepped-up collection of 
regular levies — income, proper- 
ty, import and export and value- 
added -taxes. Before residents of 
the occupied territories can 
obtain a variety of important 
documents — birth and death 
certificates, driver's licences, per- 
missions to boy and sell property 
and to travel abroad — they must 


obtain “tax clearance certifi- 
cates” proving that they are up to 
date on their tax payments. The 
rule amounts to a form of harass- 
ment; the certificates are valid for 
one month and for one purpose 
only, so a Palestinian cannot use 
the same clearance, for example,' 
to get a driver’s licence and a 
birth certificate for a new baby. 

“This is highway robbery,” ex- 
claimed a Palestinian named 
lyad, 30, as he emerged from a 
tax office in the West Bank last 
week. Iyad needed a tax clear- 
ance so he could renew his driv- 
er’s licence. Israeli officials said 
he owed unpaid income taxes of - 
$600 for the previous ten months. 
Iyad insisted that he had been 
unemployed during toe period. 

Palestinians need tax 
clearance for: 

Birth and death cer- 
tificates 

Driver’s licences 
Permission to buy 
and sell property 
Appr oval to travel 

The underground unified lead- 
ership of the intifada has called 
for a boycott of toe payment of 
Israeli levies. Those Arabs who 
support toe campaign are, pur- 
sued into tbe^yiUagesby: fsr0^ 
^.collectors .protected by. gun? 
toting soldiers. The authorities - 
sometimes clamp curfews on vil- 
lages, then force all the residents 
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, wanted list to pay up. Palestinians 
who refuse to pay will have their 
televisions, stereos and family 
valuables seized and held until 
they do. If motorists questioned 
at roadblocks cannot produce 
valid tax clearances, their cars are 
confiscated on the sport. If an 
owner reclaims a vehide after 
settling his taxes, he still has to 
pay an additional $8 a day in 
parking charges for the car. 

Brigadier General Yishayahu 
Erez, head of the West Rank civil 
administration, defends the tough 
economic policies. “You have to 
bear in mind that we have to pay 
the 13,000 government em- 
ployees wo r long in toe West 
Bank," he said. “Since we meet 
oar obligations, we have to use 
force to make toe West Bankers 
pay their taxes." Israel’s critics 
say that if the oppressive system 
of taxes, fines and fees is de- 
signed to bring toe Arabs to their 
knees, it is likely to backfire. The 
less toe Palestinians have, goes 
toe argument, the less they have 
to lose — Newsweek. 


inflation re main real,' 
economist. 


said one 



A study by Goldman Sachs 
addressed what it called “ques- 
tions on the minds of investors:” 

“Are the fundamental reasons 
for slower economic growth still 
in place?” it asked, then 
answered, “yes, net exports and 
capital spending stalled in the 
second half of 1988, and current 
signs point to continued stagna- 
tion rather than a resumption of 
growth in these sectors." 

The Goldman Sachs study also 
asserted that improved employ- 
ment figures and increased fac- 
tory orders “become ambiguous 
when growth is slowing.” Neither 
job figures nor factory orders 
correctly indicated the U.S. 
growth slowdown from 5.3 per 
cent in the second half of 1987 to 
3 per cent in the second half of 
1988. Factory order statistics can 
often be m is l eading: gaps in im- 
portant sectors masked by gains 
in selected areas, it said. 

The Sachs survey also con- 
tested theories that the U.S. eco- 
nomy may be headed for a 
“three-point soft landing” featur- 
ing moderate growth, moderately 
higher inflation and rising profits. 

In its conclusion Goldman 
Sachs ruled out the possibility of 
Americans being “buried alive” 
under a consumer debt mountain 
— a favourite theme of those 
pessimistic about the U.S. eco- 
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A matter of 
life and death 




By Hanna Hendawi 

Renter 

ABYEI, Sudan — Rain brings 
life and death to south. Sudan. 

If it fells to soon or too hard, 
the malnourished refugees who 
daily stagger into die southern 
town of Abyei will face starvation 
— their supply fines cut by floods. 

If it comes too late, the crops 
planted in the parchment dry 
fields in the hope of a good 
harvest will wither and die. 

Thousands of people in Abyei, 
800 kilometres southwest of the 
Sudanese capita] Khartoum, are 
being fed by supplies from At 
Maglad to the northwest — a 
lifeline in which the United Na- 
tions has now joined and that 
should last until June when the 
rainy season sets in . 

But there are signs that the 
May-October r ams might be early 
this year, bringing with them a 
harvest of death. 

Abyei had its first rain in late 
March, nearly six weeks early. 
Now the southerners can only 
watch the sky and pray this, does 
not herald floods. Rain also fell 
as far north as Khartoum in late 
March. 

Flying out of Abyei, heavy, 
dark thunderclouds were seen on 
the horizon moving south. 


Weathermen in Khartoum say 
there are signs dot the rains wil 
be heavy and start prematurely. 

Last year, floods swept the 
south, making many thousands 
homeless, wiping out crops and 
adding more misery to the lot of 
people already feeing civil war, 
femme, disease and starvation. 

The 1968 floods cut roads link- 
ing Abyei with the rest of the 
Kordofen region and its airstrip 
was under water, preventing food 
and medicine from reaching the- 
town's refugees. 

At least 6,000 people died in 
Abyei between June and October 
last year from hunger and dis- 
ease, They were among an esti- 
mated 250,000 southerners who 
perished in 1988. 

The U.N. says 100,000 more 
could die this year unless help 
reaches them before the rains set 
in. On April 1, the U.N. sent its 
first road relief convoy from 
Khartoum to Al-Mugjad to col- 
lect supplies for Abyei in what it 
calls a race against time to save 
lives. 

There are about 20,000 south- 
ern refugees in Abyei, mostly 
from the southern regions of 
Bahr Al-Gtaazal and upper Nfle. 
They live in makeshift camps 
close to hundreds of shallow 
graves on the edge of the town — 


grim reminders of last year's 
tragedy. 

Abyei is inhabited by members 
of the southern majority Dinka 
Tribe. Dinkas provide the nuc- 
leus of the SFLA’s estimated 

40.000 guerrillas fighting to end 
what they see as domination over 
tiie anhnis t and Christian south 
by the Muslim and Arabised 
north. 

Army foxholes ring the town’s 
dirt airstrip and troops routinely 
comb the surr o undi ng bosh in 
search of infiltrating rebels. 

An average of 100 refugees 
arrive daily m Abyei, according 
to Omar Mohammad A1 Lithi, 
the repr e sentative in Abyei of the 
government's Relief and Rehabi- 
litation Commission (RRC). 

He said the RRC expected the 
town’s refugee population to 
shoot up to 35,000 in the next few 
months. He said 36,000 ont of 

55.000 sacks of Sotgbnm needed 
to feed the refugees were already 
in place. 

However, Ronald Faajmakers, 
a Dutchman who heads a team of 
relief workers belonging to the 
charity Mededns Sans Rrontieres, 
said the number of refugees in 
Abyei could swell beyond RRC 
estimates. 

“There is another factor that is 
not being taken into account and 



“At least 6,000 people died in Abyei between June and 
October last year from hunger and disease. They were 
among an estimated 250,000 southerners who perished in 
1988.” 


that is the feet that nearly 25 per 
cent of the content of each sack of 
Sorghum which arrives in Abyei 
is missing through holes and in- 
efficient handling," be said. 


Malaria and diarrhoea were 
widespread among the refugees, 
who Paaj makers said drank from 
a seasonal river in which they 
bathed, washed and urinated. 


Health packages 
Cuban style 


By Gilles Trequesser 
Reuter 

HAVANA — A Cuban treat- 
mem for skin disease is drawing 
thousands of patients to Havana, 
part of Cuba’s plan to become a 
top medical centre for the de- 
veloping world. 

Already boasting one of the 
Third World’s most advanced 
health systems, Cuba is exploring 
ways to use its medical expertise 
to earn hard currency amid the 
worst foreign exchange shortage 
since the 1959 revolution. 

To help turn medical advances 
into monetary dividends, the gov- 
ernment created Servimex. The 
film is a subsidiary of the Ozban- 
holding c ompa ny set up in 

developing the tourist sector aid 
establishing joint ventures, a 
novelty in Cuba. 

Primarily through “health tour- 
ism" packages, Servimex is ex- 
pected to earn S30 million this 
year, a jump from about four 
million in 1988, said its director 
Dr. Ricardo Martinez Rojas. 

“Some of our medical technol- 
ogy is very successful in develop- 
ing countries, it was a matter of 
finding new outlets and also to 
respond to demand,” he told 
reporters. 

Among the interested potential 
foreign patterns are those who 
suffer vitiligo, a disorder that 
creates smooth white patches of 
skin. It affects millions of people 
worldwide. 

A Cuban doctor, Carlos 
Miyares Gao, pioneered the 
“melagemna,” ointment to treat 
the depigmentation. 

“People hear about our vitiligo 
treatment, they want to know 
more, they eventually visit os,” 
Martinez said. 

Made in Cuba 

Miyares Cao began developing 
the treatment using melagemna 

— a placental extract hr alcohol 

— in 1973 and began using it on a. 
large scale in 3985. In 80 per cent 
of the cases, Miyares Cao told 
reporters in an interview, the 
treatment was successful. 

He said a clinic in the Canary 
Islands offered vitiligo treatment 
with the “Made in Cuba” medi- 
cine. Contacts have been estab- 
lished abroad, and the ointment 
may eventually be manufactured 


under licence in Britain, Canada, 
India and Italy. 

About 110 patients per month 
from 70 countries come to his 
small, modem clinic in the re- 
sidential Miramar district. 

Servimex packages that inc- 
lude room ana board at a Havana 
hotel allow them to spend a mini- 
mum of a week for treatment — 
including computer analysis of 
how the cure is progressing and 
the vitiKgo spots vanishing. The 
packages cost up to $250. 

Patients travel from as far away 
as Australia and India. One Indi- 
an diplomat said that in India, 
where most marriages are still 
arranged, misconceptions about 
vitiligo and the stigma it carries 
coulrf clond a'^oung woman’s 
marriage prospects.- ' - 

Miyares Cao’s best known pa- 
tient, 35-year-old Sri Lankan- 
born Sarojini Ariyanayagam 
knows how it feels to be looked at 
“Eke a freak." 

A British resident, she came 
here in 1986 for three months and 
returned a year ago to stay until 
the end of the treatment. 

Describing herself as a “test 
case,” she has now recovered a 
spectacular 40 per cent from an 
& per cent depigmentation. Her 
photograph adorns Servimex 
brochures and she works at the 
'dime in exchange for free treat- 
ment. 

The vitiligo clinic is a stone’s 
throw from the CSra Garda dime 
where Cobanacan offers a $200 
three-hour complete ‘ medical 
check up for foreign visitors, with 
a 10 per cent discount for partici- 
pants in congresses and interna- 
tional events. 

Other sectors in which Cuba 
can use its potential to become a 
“medical power” are cornea, kid- 
ney, bone marrow transplants 
and brain tissue transplant for 
Parkinson's disease sufferers. An 
assembly-line operation treat- 
ment for nearsightedness that be- 
gan last year is only the second of 
its kind in the world, after 
Moscow. 

Gra Garcia caters to foreign 
residents and diplomats only. Bnt 
regular patients complain that did 
not make it immune to common 
flaws of Cuban public service: 
bored, in-humoured personnel 
and indifferent attention. 
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Sallbi — on the 
origins of faith 


The Lebanese scholar Kamal Salibi has come out with yet 
another book based on his research into Christianity. If s 
controversial but it's gripping — and unlikely to win him 
new friends. 


By Maureen Ali 

LONDON — The indefatigable 
Kamal Salibi, author of the The 
Bible Came from Arabia , and 
Secrets of the Bible People, has 
done it again. In a new book 
entitled Conspiracy in Jerusalem, 
he once more examines the Bib- 
lical evidence pertaining to some 
of the most cherished popular 
beliefs and comes up with start- 
ling new interpretations. 

In this new work, subtitled, 
T he Hidden Origins of Jesus, 
Salibi tackles one of the greatest 
unsolved mysteries: who exactly 
was Jesus and where did he come 
from. Hk findings demolish the 
established view of Christ, but 
make no attempt to undermine 
the baric tenets of the Christian 
faith, to which SaKbi himself 
adheres. 

As in previous books Salibi 
invites the reader to embark with 
him upon a sort of detective 
story. This involves investigation 
of various source materials, and 
analysis of their linguistic com- 
position. It is Salibi’s contention 
that errors in translation or trans- 
literation have resulted in repe- 
ated misinterpretations of origin- 
al texts. 

As in the earlier works, Salibi 
starts from the hypothesis that 
the origins of the Old Testament 
lie not in Palestine but in Western 
Arabia. And that it is here that 
story of Jesus begins — though 
not in the form we know it today. 

Jesus, he concludes, is an amal- 
gamation of three figures: Al- 
Issa, an ancient Arabian life- 
giving god; the prophet Issa 
(Jesus), as he is referred to in the 
Koran, and a certain Jeshu 
(Jesus) who died on the cross in 
Palestine but whose origins lie in 
Arabia. 

Much of the book is devoted to 
examining the evidence regarding 
these three figures and to illus- 
trating how or where their stories 
cohere. Salibi writes: 

"... Four sources are certainly 
involved. Fust, there is the early 
Greek Gospel of Marie, which put. 
together various traditions of 


Jesus which had survived in diffe- 
rent Christian circles since the 
time of the apostles. Second, 
there is the Nazarene Gospel of Ar- 
abian prophet Issa, who lived 
about four centuries before the 
time of tiie Jesus of Christian 
convention. Third, there are the 
scriptures of the Arabian god 
Jesus, Al-Issa, also called Dhu 
Khalusah, which could have com- 
prised more than one document. 
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Fourth, we have Paul’s 
virion of Jesus as the Eving 
who is the eternal ‘Son of God’ 
which is detectable in all four 
Gospels.” 

Paul’s vision, Salibi maintains, 
had little to do with tiie crucified 
Christ. Following his fabled con- 
version, Paul went directly to 
Arabia, where he searched for 
knowledge of the true Christ It is 
here, Salibi believes, that he un- 
earthed the Nazarene Gospel of 
the Prophet Issa, which became 
absorbed into his teaching. 

(t was 14 years before Paul met 
Peter and the other disciples in 
Jerusalem and it took even longer 
for them to resolve their basic 
differences. Paul's theology 
was much at odds with 
that of the disciples and it was he 
who came to dominate the Christ- 
ian sect and even finance the 
others to keep them going. Salibi 
believes that but for Paul's 
reaching, Christianity might well 
have disappeared after the Ro- 
mans sacked the Temple of Jeru- 
salem in A.D. 70., 

Peter and the Apostles, Salibi 
maintains , were probably the fol- 
lowers of a charismatic young 
man called Jeshu, a descendant 
from the bouse of David, who 
travelled from Arabia to Pales- 
tine with a view to staking his 
claim to the throne there. He 
died on tbe cross as the victim of 
political expediency. In all prob- 
ability, this young man was a 
follower of the Nazarene gospel 
of Issa which Paul rediscovered in 


Arabia.' 

As in his previous books, Salibi 
tests his theories against the geog- 
raphical background of Western 
Arabia, tracing the coexistence of 
place names and locations of 
potential significance. Once again 
be illustrates bow the geography 
of Palestine often impedes a clear 
interpretation of the Bible stories, 
whereas, specific areas in Arabia 
encourage their clarification. 

Key stories about Christ, in- 
ducting his betrayal, crucifixion 
.and resurrection are analysed. 
Also the story of the raising of 
Lazarus, which Salibi links with 
the Al-Issa myth. 

Salibi’s theories have won him 
few friends and this new book is 
unlikely to change that. It is 
possible that his work will be seen 
as a determined assault on long 
held beliefe, which is not his 
intention at all. As he explains in 
his introduction, “We are notout 
to expose any scandal or to prove 
Christian belief false.’’ 

Salibi is well aware of the critic- 
al attitude people hold of him . He 
has been roundly condemned by 
many in the academic community 
but be carries the courage of his 
convictions. “It is quite possible, 
indeed, that you wul be tempted 
to dismiss tbe author as a preten- 
tious crank, undertaking the pre- 
sent work mainly for sensation. 

“Should you be tempted to do 
so, please first stop and ask your- 
self how certain you and other 
scholars in your specialist field 
are of the validity of any of the 
historical explanations regarding 
the Jesus question winch have 
been advanced. A considerable 
asortment of theories on the sub- 
ject have been proposed since the 
earliest days of New Testament 
criticism, yet none has so far 
gained general acceptance as 
being truly convincing. Even the 
theories which have produced the 
most learned opinion remain no 
more than tentative speculation." 

Whatever conclusions others 
may reach about Salibi’s inten- 
tions, the verdict on his book is 
that it is tantalising. Salibi meti- 
culously unravels the threads like 
a seasoned mystery writer and it 
is impossible not to get caught up 
in the search for dues or to enjoy 
the logic of his discoveries — 
Academic Hie. 




Switzerland 
hazardous waste 
convention meets 




at Basel 

BASEL — Top government offi- 
cials from over 100 countries con- 
verged on Basel between 20-22 
March to seek final agreement on 
a treaty to control and limit tbe 
Mternationa! transport and dis- 
posal of hazardous waste. 

Mosiapha K. Toiba, executive 
director of the United Nations 
Environment Programme 
(UNEP), which has convened the 
conference , admitted that “sever- 
al hteUy controversial questions 
stiH have to be waived.' 1 

Tbe convention continued dis- 
custibw from tbe last meeting in 
Loxemb ourg in the first week of 
February;, concerning issues such 
& the rights of transit countries 
and the .right innocent passage: 
off-shore territories: flags of con- 
the respcmsbOfty of 
states and i&egal traffic, and bi- 


lateral, multilateral or regional 
agreements. 

In his dosing statement Toiba 
said “our agreement has not 
halted tlx commerce in poison. 
Bnt it has signalled the interna- 
tional resolve to eliminate the 
menace hazardous wastes pose to 
the welfare of our shared en- 
vironment and to tbe health of 
the world’s peoples.” 

Jan Kinsman, a UNEP scientist 
who directs the Geneva-based 
International Register Potentially 
Toxic (IRPTC), estimating the 
scale of tbe global trade in hazar- 
dous waste, stated “no one really 
knows, Greenpeace estimates 
that more than 3 srilfion tonnes of 
waste were shipped from indus- 
trialised countries to less de- 
veloped countries between 2986 
and J988” — ftnos. 
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- an escape from bingo and debts 



By Frances Kerry 

Renter 

CORDOBA — Bingo was more 
than a pleasant evening out for 
53-year-old Spanish businessman 
Jose. It was an obsession which 
shattered his life and drove him 
to attempt suidde. 

Now free of his addiction, Jose 
says he could not have broken the 
habit without the help of Acojer, a 
special centre in the southern 
Spanish dty of Cordoba which 
treats compulsive gambling as an 
illness rather than a vice. 

Acojer was set up last June by 
Dr. Roman Fernandez, who 
worked at a centre for alcoholics 
and spotted signs of another 
addiction among some of his pa- 
tients. 

The only centre of its kind in 
Spain, it has so far treated 90 
people whose lives were crippled 
by their obsession with bingo, 
slot-machines, card games or 
other forms of gambling. 


Jose, who like other patients 
declined to give his real name, 
was comfortably-off and success- 
ful before he found himself lock- 
ed in a downward spiral of family 
and work problems, escape to 
bingo and debt. 

“I was in a state of endless 
.anguish. Tbe only time I wasn’t 
suffering was when I was play- 
ing," be told reporters. 

His addiction started innocent- 
ly, evenings in “an agreeable 
atmosphere where you make 
friends, have a coffee or a drink.” 
“Then it got to the stage I 
realised I was incapable of getting 
up and leaving when I should 
have done. Instead of being there 
for two hours, I stayed for five. 

“At the end of the night you 
feel so guilty, yon don't know 
how to go home, so you don’t go 
home, although you know how 
much damage that’s going it do.” 
At his worst, Jose spent $4,347 
in a four-day spree, money he 
and his family could ill afford. 


Finally, comparing the man he 
bad been with what he had be- 
come, guilty about tbe effects on 
his wife and three children and 
bitterly aware of the mess he had 
made of his life, Jose saw suidde 
as tbe only way out and took an 
overdose of pills. 

After recovering, he became 
one of Acojer’s first patients. 

“The most important thing was 
meeting other people with the 
same problem, realising I was not 
a unique case," said Jose. 

Like Jose, 41-year-old 
businessman Manuel — also not 
his real name — virtually wreck- 
ed his life, spending up to $2,600 
a month on bingo. 

The need to satisfy his habit 
drove Manuel to steal from bis 
business. He lost his job and did a 
spell in prison which then made it 
hard to get another job. His 
family broke up — his wife and 
child moved out — and be sought 
solace with more gambling. 

“It was impossible to get out, I 


didn’t, see any way ont,” Manuel 
said, adding he also thought fre- 
quently of suidde. 

Acojer’s patients, more often 
men than women hot not from 
any particular social class, are 
often using gambling to escape 
family or work problems, Fernan- 
dez said. 

“They no longer play to win, 
they play to play and it becomes a 
way of running away from their 
problems. Tbe slot machine or 
whatever becomes their compan- 
ion. They feel pleasure while 
playing and desolation after- 
wards." 

By the time they come to the 
centre, a “finanda! jolt’ has 
woken them up to their problem 
— Fernandez has seen patients 
with debts of up to $220,000 — 
but they are unable to break the 
habit alone.. 

Group sessions, getting addicts 
to compare their lives and realise 
they are not unique in their addic- 
tion, and involving families as 


much as possible, are an impor- 
tant part of therapy. 

For the first time, addicts find 
themselves treated with sympathy 
and understanding rather than 
with families' and sodety's cus- 
tomary incomprehension or re- 
jection. 

Drugs are not used, but the 
centre's psychologists fry to turn 
compulsipn into a phobia, per- 
suading patients to see gambling 
as the cause of their problems 
rather than an escape. 

Acojer, which is funded by 
donations and run by doctors 
giving their time free, says it has 
had an 80 per cent cure rate, witi^ 
the remaining 20 per cent on tbe 
way to recovery. 

It has attracted a third of its 
patients from outside Cordoba 
and is now opening a branch in 
Madrid, responding to a problem 
which Fenumdez reckons could 
affect, up to three per cent of 
Spaniards, if families suffering 
the effects of an addict in the 


house are inducted. 

But despite this he does not 
believe gambling addiction is par- 
ticular to the Spanish tempera- 
ment 

Lotteries and football pools, 
although firmly entrenched in 
Spanish social life, are “passive” 
and far less addictive than “ac- 
tive” games such as bingo or slot 
machmes. 

Those were legalised in 1976 
following the death of late dicta- 
tor Frandsco Franco. Colourful 
one-armed bandits suddenly be- 
gan tinkling their tones out in 
bars and bingos opened all over 
tbe country, causing something of 
a boom in gambling addiction, 
Fernandez said. 

Fernandez does not advocate a 
return to a ban, but he does wish 
slot machines were less conspi- 
cuous, and a little less ubiquitous. . 

“Psychologists design these 
things, yon know. They're de- 
liberately made to be alluring.” 
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eEconomy 

Africans challenge World 
Bank on merits of reform 


ADDIS ABABA (R) — African economic planners 
have challen ged World Bank findings on the merits 
of reforms sponsored by ft and the International 
Monetary Fond (IMF). 


Strong devotees of World Bank 
-and IMF structural adjustment 
‘ programmes have fared worse 

• than other countries, they argue 
' in reports to a four-day meeting 

of African minis ters for economic 
' planning and development. 

•- “The overall annual average 
^'growth rate for Africa as a whole 
was a relatively low 0.4 per cent 
between 1980-87, largely influ- 

• raced by the poor performance of ' 

• countries with strong adjustment 
programmes,” said one report. 

The report is a toned-down 
version of radical proposals pre- 
■ sented to African finance minis- 
ters in March for a home-grown 
'alternative to the conventional 
.reforms prescribed by the IMF 
. a and the World Bank. 

; ’ The report is expected to be 
.adopted, possibly with further 
modification, when delegates to 
. the current meeting are joined by 
’their finance ministers Monday. 

. It favours long-term, “human- 
centred” rebuilding of eooho- 
,-mies, to replace IMF and World 
’'Bank measures which it says 
.focus too much on short-term 
stabilisation of finances through 
spending cuts which undermeine 
health, education and other 
needs. 

Drawn up by the United Na- 


tions Economic Commission for 
Africa, a think-tank set up in 
1958 to promote regional coop- 
eration, the report is seen by its 
supporters as a framework for 
negotiations with foreign credi- 
tors and donors. 

This and another report, copies 
of which were obtained by Reu- 
ters, said the commission’s own 
analysis of World Bank data 
showed 19 strong adherents in 
sub-Saharan Africa of IMF- and 
World Bank-sponsored reforms 
had seen their economies shrink, 
on average 1.5 per cent over the 
period 1980-87. 

Twelve countries that had 
made weak attempts at adjust- 
ments had achieved growth of 1.2 
per cent while 14 countries that 
did not have structural adjust- 
ment programmes had noticed up 
annual average growth of 3.1 per 
cent. 

The economies of the five 
countries north of the Sahara 
meantime grew 1.5 per cent. 

The World Bank, in a report 
released one month ago entided 
Africa’s Adjustment and Growth 
in the 1980s, said: “The evidence 
points to better overall economic 
performance in countries that 
pursue strong reform program- 

• * TT 


mes than those that did not. 1 * 

The commission attributed the 
dispamty to its use of weighted 
averages while it said the bank 
used unweighted ones. 

The African reports- said cer- 
tain criteria used in the World 
Bank report were vague and there 
was some Jack of uniformity in 
use of country groupings. 

Its findings also failed to take 
account of different levels of 
structural deficiencies among 
countries, and factors such as 
weather, commodity market con- 
ditions, foreign fond inflows and 
debt, the reports alleged. 

The World Bank report, pre- 
pared jointly with the U.N. De- 
velopment Programme, said 
although the region still faced 
difficulties, encouraging signs had 
emerged in recent years which 
“though still preliminary, augur 
well for the future.” 

The commission’s executive 
secretary, Adebayo Adedeji, in a 
1989 economic report issued 
Thursday, warned African conn- 
tries not to be lulled into a false 
sense of security. 

“Any attempt to portray the 
economic situation currently pre- 
vailing in Africa in rosy terms, to 
minimise the impact of an 
adverse external environment 
and to depict the effects of 
structural adjustment program- 
mes as having been always posi- 
tive... is cynical in the extreme,” 
he said. 


Banking is booming m Luxembourg 


' ‘LUXEMBOURG (R) — Despite 
a threat from the European Com- 

* in unity (EC) to its cherished tax 
"-breaks. Luxembourg’s banking 

■ -centre is booming. 

While other financial centres 
-- are still firing people following 
the October 1987 stock market 
crash, Luxembourg banks can't 
hire staff fast enough. 

Banks and investment funds 
are queuing for permission to set 
up in the grand duchy. According 
to Pierre Jaans, head of the 
. monetary authority, the Institut 
Monetaire Luxembourgeois, ab- 
out 10 more foreign h anks are 
’• ‘Set to join around 140 already 

* here. 

“The financial centre is still 

* growing. The number of h anks is 
increasing, buildings are going up 
and we are hiring new people. 
Compared to other ‘financial cen- 

. tres this is quite surprising," said 
Damien Wigny, a director of Kre- 

- diet bank S.A. Luxembourgeoise. 

■ No one here welcomed propos- 
als in February by the EC’s ex- 
ecutive commission to crack 
down on tax evasion and stop 
Luxembourg acting as a haven in 
the centre of the Community's 
barrier-free internal market after 
1992. 

. But government leaders are 

* now confident that they can block 

* the proposals, or at least extract 
r- the sting from them. 

And many optimists say the 
financial sector in Luxembourg, 
which accounts directly or in- 
; directly for up to 20 per cent of 
/ economic activity, is now mature 

- enough in any case to survive on 
. expertise and innovation rather 

than tax benefits. 

“We realise the future of the 
financial centre cannot be based 
on special fiscal treatment. What 
we must do is give service in a 
more and more sophisticated en- 
vironment." Wigny said. 

The EC's smallest state, Lux- 
embourg used to be heavily de- 
pendent on only one industry, 


steel. But in the past 30 years it approved unanimously and Lux- 
bas turned itself into a mini - embourg, with some support 


Switzerland in banking. 


from Britain, has already said it 


The centre of the capital, in will veto the proposed withhold- 
living memory just a village, is ing tax. 
dominated by the high-rise, glass- Luxembourg Prime Minister 
fronted buildings which are now Jacques San ter also moved in late 

springing up across the city. March to ward off any EC attack . j 

The magnets of strict banking on banking secrecy by rushing upholding Israel’s trade privileges Liberia and Malaysia and held 
secrecy and no withholding taxes thro ugh a decree confirming it is I with the United States, rejecting hearings late last year. 


ECONOMIC NEWS BRIEFS 

IDB earmarks $126m in financing 

NICOSIA (R) — Hie Islamic Development Bank (IDB) has 
earmarked $126 millio n to finance development projects, grants 
and trade in member states, the Islamic News Agency has said. It 
said the Jeddah-based bank agreed to finance four development 
projects worth 27.290 million Islamic dinars ($36 million) in 
Bangladesh, Sudan, Oman and Algeria. The 46-member IDB will 
finance nine trade operations worth 66.115 million dinars ($87.5 
millio n) and will grant S2.15 millio n to Islamic institutions, it 
added. . 

Moroccans moan over tomato price hikes 

RABAT (JR.) — Moroccans are moaning because of a sudden 400 
per cent increase in the price of tomatoes, a basic ingredient of die 
traditional “harira soup" during the Ramadan fast A tour of the 
Rabat market revealed they were being retailed at eight dirhams 
per kilogramme when they were only two dirhams less than a 
month ago. “It’s a scandal,” an irate housewife said. The merchant 
shrugged his shoulders and said wholesalers were charging seven 
dirhams. Morocco is a major tomato producer and exported 
155,000 tonnes last season. The Association of Vegetable Growers 
said output had declined by almost half this season although 
acreage was up by 20 per cent A spokesman said producers were 
getting four dirhams a kilogramme and he could not explain why 
production had fallen despite heavy rain in February and March. 
The pro-government daily Maroc Soir reported that 3,000 tonnes 
of tomatoes were being exported for the first time to neighbouring 
Algeria tins month. The opposition daily A1 Bayane, which 
claim ed tomatoes were being offered at ten dirhams in Casablanca 
or 500 per cent more than in mid-March, blamed the increase on 
the authorities and their foil ore to enforce price controls during 1 
Ramadan. 

Foreigners own 1% of U.S. farm land - 

WASHINGTON (AP) — Foreigners continue to won just under 
one per cent of U.S. agricultural land, slightly more than a year 
ago, the Agricultural Department has reported. The department’s 
Economic Research Service said its 1988 year-end review of reports 
under the decade-old agricultural foreign investment disclosure act 
found about 12.5 million acres in foreign hands, 99,100 acres more 
than reported in 1987. Much of the ownership is concentrated in 
the United Kingdom, Canada, France, West Germany, the 
Netherlands Antilles, the Netherlands and Switzerland. Those 
countries combined to account for about 60 per cent of all 
foreign-hqld acreage. The report said that “93 per cent of the 
fbreign-owned acreage will remain in agricultural production, 
according to foreign owners.” 

U.S. rejects ADC suit, 
upholds GSP for Israel 

WASHINGTON (AP) — AUJS. investigate the complaint, along 

review panel has recommended with petitions against Haiti, 


for non-residents on the income illegal for banks to give inform a- 
from their investments have tion on their clients to tax author- 
attracted armies of small inves- fries. 


a suit filed by an Arab American 
group, sources have revealed. 


The trade panel contended that 
Israel had taken steps in recent 


tors to Luxembourg seeking to 
avoid taxes. 


“We believe that banking 
secrecy is just as important as for 


For years Belgium, which example the secrecy in the medic- 
shares the same currency as Lux- al - field,” explained stock ex- 


The ruling by foe Office of the months to rectify some viola- 
U.S. Trade Representative tfons of workers’ rights and there- 
(USTR) has been submitted to fore deserved continued GSP 
President George Bush for his rights, said one source, 
approval, and an announcement The panel declined id rule on 


embourg, has had to tolerate change chairman Edmond Israel, is expected this week, die sources the complaint about Israeli prac- 


thousands of the legendary “Bel- Even if the tax comes, bankers added. 


gian dentists" putting their funds believe they could live with it and 


tices in the occupied West Bank 


in the grand duchy. 


even make money out of telling 


This year. West German and clients how to avoid it. 

Dutch investors have switched “This proposal,” one banker 
their money ’here to avoid new said, “is like a gruyere (cheese). 


national tax measures. 


full of holes for the client with 


And an EC agreement to start lots of cheese for the bankers.” 
lifting die remaining exchange The European Commission it- 
controls in the Community from self has already exempted from 
the middle of next year has made the tax Eurobonds, share di- 
France especially worried that its vidends and investment by non- 
citizens will sneak across the bor- EC residents, and more 
der to put their money in Luxem- loopholes may be created in 
bourg banks. negotiations between EC minis- of Palestinians who work in Israel Israel’s labour practices towards 

So. in a two-pronged attack, tore. and in the occupied territories. Palestinians “was an important 

the European Commission has “This proposal is so full of According to U.S. law, Israel and positive thing because it 
proposed greater cooperation be- loopholes it is ridculous,” ’ said stood to lose trading privileges it raises the consciousness of how 

tween tax authorities and a with- Paul Helminger, a memberof the enjoys under the General System Palestinians are treated by 

holding tax, ot tax at source, of at Luxembourg parliament. “The of Preferences (GSP), which Israel." 

least 15 per cent throughout the minimally sophisticated client grants dozens of countries the He said the finding that some 

EC on most forms of investment going to a minimally sophisti- ’ right to export products to the rights had been violated means 

income. cated bank is going to find lots of United States free of duties. that Israel “has not been given a 


A spokeswoman for the USTR and Gaza Strip, citing U.S. policy 
declined to discuss the panel’s of not recognising what Israel 
finding s, but other officials said a claims as its “legal” rights over 
complaint filed against Israeli the occupied territories,- .said 
labour practices by the Amer- another source who also £poke 'on 
ican-Arab Anti-Discrimination condition of anonymity. 
Committee (ADC) last year was That ruling was based on a 
rejected. recommendation from the State 

The ADC, which lobbies for Department's legal adviser, said 
the rights of Arab Americans, the source, 
last year accused Israel of violat- Abdeen, Jabara, who heads 
ing' international labour and on- the ADC, said that the very foot 
ion protection laws for thousands that hearings were held on 
of Palestinians who work in Israel Israel's labour practices towards 
and in the occupied territories. Palestinians “was an important 
According to U.S. law, Israel and positive thing because it 
stood to lose trading privileges it raises the consciousness of how 
enjoys under the General System Palestinians are treated by 
of Preferences (GSP), which Israel.” 
grants dozens of countries the He said the finding that some 


But all tax matters must be ways round it. 


The United States agreed to dean bill of health.” 


EC urged to meet Japanese car challenge 


SAN SEBASTIAN, Spain (R) — nal market issues, said the single 
A top European Community market for goods and services 
(EC) offidal Friday urged indus- which will operate in the Com- 


but drew a cool response from disruption to the European car 
France and Italy, which keep industry which employs more 
stringent controls on imports of than 10 million people directly or 


try ministers of the 22-natioa inanity after 2992 should shun Japanese cars, an EC offidal indirectly. 


trading block to scrap restrictions protectionism. 

on Japanese car imports and gear 'There is no question of a 


up for increased competition. fortress Europe, the Community market for cars. 


id. “The immediate objective re- 

Tbe EC is the world's biggest mains to ensure the smoothest 


Martin Bangemann, a member is determined to respect its inter- 
of the EC's Executive Co minis- national obligation on trade,” 
sion who is responsible for inter- Bangemann told an informal 
i meeting of ministers in this sea- 


possible transition geared to the 


Diplomats attending the meet- target of unifying the EC roar- 
ing said Bangemann "s stand ket,” Bangemann said. 


WANTED 

Commercial Officer required for a contract appointment. 
Duties will include trade/export promotion. Thorough 
knowledge of local business scene and ability to deal with 
high level business and official contacts essential. 

Candidates must be ambitious, bilingual written and 
spoken Arabic/English, MBA or similar. Preferred age 
25-35. 

Full CV to Personnel Officer, P.O. Box 6062, 
Amman. 


JOB OPPORTUNITY 


An International Jordanian firm is seeking to recruit 
dynamic, presentable young men with the following 
requirements: 

1- Education: University degree from a recognised in- 

stitution, Major in Marketing, Business 
Administration, or Economics. 

2- Languages: Very good command of the English 

language, and any other foreign lan- 
guage is advantageous. 

3- Age; Between 24-28 years. 

4- Nationality: Jordanian. 

The job offered is challenging and might entail, in future, 
work outside Jordan. Those who are accepted will 
undergo an intensive formal and on the job training 
programme designed especially for that job. 

If interested, please send your Curriculum Vitae to the 
following address, not later than the 13th, of April 1989: 

Director Personnel Affairs, 

P.O. Box 3148 
Amman - Jordan. 


side resort in northern Spain's 


against adoption of Community- 
wide import quotas on Japanese 
cars was likely to trigger a heated 


highly industrialised Basque re- debate among EC countries. 


g»on. 

Bangemann’s stand was strong- 
ly supported by West Germany 


Wide gap 

The degree of market penetra- 
tion of Japanese cars vanes wide- 


Bangemann said the opening ly between EC countries. 


up of the EC to foreign competi- 
tion should be gradual to avoid 


SECRETARY WANTED 

An energetic, hard-working secretary is wanted with 
perfect English and computer knowledge D-Base, Word- 
star, word perfect Lotus 123. 

Previous experience Is a necessity. Please send 
your curriculum vitae to P.O. Box 1283, Amman - 
Jordan. 

Attention: Mr. Suhail Naddy. 


CAR FOR SALE 
DUTY UNPAID 

1985 German Ford Sierra 1.6. Excellent condition. 
Gray colour. 

Phone 661437 


FOR RENT 

Unfurnished apartment, 3 bedrooms, one sitting, one 
dining room and fully accommodated. Separate central 
heating, garage, garden. 

Location; Fifth Circle - Abdoun. 

Call. Tel. 816661 

torn 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 


In West Germany, where there 
are no car trade barriers, the 
Japanese have captured 14.7 per 
cent of the market. They have 
also taken an 113 per cent seg- 
ment of the British market de- 
spite a voluntary restraint 
arrangement. 

But France and Italy, which 
both operate strict quota systems, 
have held the Japanese share of 
their markets to three per cent 
and two per cent, respectively; 

Dieter Von Wuezzen, West 
German secretary of state for 
economic affaire told ministers it 
was not practicable to adopt an 
EC- wide quota system for 
Japanese cars after 1992 and that 
snch an arrangement would 
violate the General Agreement 
on Tariffs and Trade (GATT). 


MANY VILLAS AND | 
APARTMENTS FOR 
RENT 

Furnished or 
Unfurnished 

In Shmeisani, Sweffieh, 
Abdoun and many other 
locations. 

For more Informa- 
tionpleate callWaef 
Real Estate at 685342 
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Study hig hlig hts Jordanian exports 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A study pre- 
pared by Ah Dajani, advisor at 
the Amman Chamber of Indus- 
try, has revealed that Jordan sold 
its national products to 64 coun- 
tries dnring 1987 and that the 
total revenues from those pro- 
ducts in that year amounted to JD 
248.8 milKo n. 

The study shows that Jordan 
sold products to Arab countries, 

Jordan buys 
Syrian fruits 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan has 
drawn up contracts with Syrian 
exporters of agricultural products 
to sell Jordan fruits worth JD 2 
million, according to Al Dnstonr 
daily quoting the director-general 
of the Jordan Agriculture 
Marketing and Processing Com- 
pany (JAMPCO). 

The report said that under the 
initial agreement, Jordan is to 
import apples, apricots, dried 
figs, raisins and cherries. 

It said that by providing this 
consignment of fruits, Syria will 
have settled its dues to JAMP- 
CO. According to the paper, 
Jordan will soon reach a baiter 
agreement with Syria convering 
agricultural products which will 
take effect as of the coming year. 


die European Community, East- 
ern Europe, North and South 
America, Asian nations as wc& as 
Australia and New Zealand. 

Dajani noted in his study that 
Jor dani an exporters enjoy good 
financial credit foctfities and ex- 
emptions on income tax up to 20 
per emit on sold products. 

In his study, Dajani refcnred to 
the august 1988 measures issued. 


by the government, describing 
them as incentives to stimulate 
exports. 

These measures, he said, have 
created an incentive to set up 
companies specialising in export- 
ing Jordanian products and paved 
the way for new facilities to im- 
port semi-finished and primary 
materials for reexport. 


U.S. jobless rate falls 

WASHINGTON (AP) — The VS. meot^ojmeot rate dipped in 
March to a 16 -year low «f five per cent despite a slowed rate in the 
creation of the g over nmen t reported Friday. He labour 
Department said 180,000 new jobs were added to non-farm payrolls 
last month, the lowest figure since 154,000 in Angmt 1988 and down 
from a revised February figure of 280,000. The slower rate of job 
exertion, affected somewhat by the Eastern Asrfiues strike, i n d i c a t es 
some slowing in the economy. But there were signs of contimed 
strength as weB. The number of factory jobs remafaied stable and (he 
av er age factory work week fcfi sfighfly, by 0-2 hours to 40.9 horn. 
Average ova t im e was unchanged at 3J> boors. 


AMMAN EXCHANGE RATES 


Saturday, April 8, 1989 
Central Bank offidal rates 

__ Audi franc 843 85.5 

Japanese yea (feu 100) 4DW 409.1 

UA doOu 538.0 5423 Dutch giflder 254.0 256 X) 

Found Staffing 9103 919.8 Swedish crown 84.0 84.7 

Deafsdmnmk 2863 289.1 itrfhn Era (for 100) 39.1 39.4 

Swob franc 3253 328.9 Belgian franc (for 10) 136.8 137.9 



Weekly Amman Financial RAarket trading 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The following table summari ses trading activities at tire Amman Financial Market dnring i 
week starting Saturday, April 1, H9 and coding Wednesday April S, ’89. (Figures in Jordanian dinars). 

Name of company Number Volume Opening Closing I 

- of dura of trade price price va! 

Banking and financial instit u tions 


Industrial Development Bank 

Petra Bank 

Jn rrinn Mamie B anlc 

‘ Jordan Kuwait Bank 

Jordan Gulf Bank 

Housing Bank 

Arab Jordan Investment Bank 

Cair n Amman R ank 

Bank of Jordan 

Arab Bank 

Jordan National Bank 

Jordan Finance House for Development 

Jordan Investment and Finance Corporation .... 

Finance and Credit Corporation 

National Financial Investments 

National Portfolio Securities 

Arab Finance Corporation (Jordan) 

Jordan Securities Corporation 

Real Estate Financing Corporation 

Beit Al Mai Saving & Investment for Housing ... 

' Insurankw-an#^ 


Middle East Insurance 

Jordan French Insurance 

REFCO Life Insurance 

Jordan Insurance 

Arab Life and Accident Insurance 

Yannouk Insurance and Reinsurance ..... 

Holy Land Insurance 

Philadelphia Insurance 

Arab Union International Insurance 

Jerusalem Insurance ..... 

Jordan-Gulf Insurance - 

General Arabia Insurance 

National Ahliya Insurance 

Arab Belgian Insurance and Reinsurance. 
United Insoranoe 


Number 

Volume 

Opening 

Closing 

Par 

rf shares 

of trade 

price 

price 

value 

buttons 

26935 

43055 

1.600 

1.600 

1.000 

500 

1250 

2^550 

2.500 

1.000 

5900 

11955 

2.000 

2.050 

1.000 

2614 

3674 

1.430 

1.400 

1.000' 

21940 • 

28038 

1.290 

1300 

1.000 

2445 

4616 

1.870 

1.900 

1.000 





— 

— 

1.000 

20 

600 

31.000 

30.000 

5.000 

1422 

21916 

■ 15.300 

15.450 

5.000 

560 

«rrr\ 

147.000 

147.000 

10.000 

28431 

71001 

2.480 

2.510 

1.000 

__ 



— 

— 

1.000 

34631 

74054 

2.410 

2350 

1.000 

_ 



_ 

— 

1.000 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

3471 

3129 

0.900 

0390 

1.000 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2.000 

1900 

1934 

1.030 

1.000 

1.000 

•vc H :i-.T 


•’ 

V * V 

»: •- 

■ ■ « . 1 
.: r 

400 

811 

1.900 

2.150 

1.000 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

7352 

23640 

3330 

3.160 

1.000 

700 

749 

1.060 

1.070 

1.000 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

254 

297 

1330 

1.170 

1.000 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

1214 

1534 

1.280 

1.280 

1.000 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 


Services and industries 


General Investments ' — 

Inina for Investment and Financial Facilities 1806 

Darco for Housing and Investment 13510 

Real Estate Investment (Aqarco) 81415 

Jordan Gulf Real Estate Investment 17250 

Jordan Leasing Corporation — 

Petra Enterprises and Leasing Equipments 64950 

Equipment Leasing & Mainrcnance/Ta'jeeroo 6400 

International Contracting & Investment — 

Jordanian Electric Power * 9549 

Irbid District Electricity — 

Arab International Hotels 291977 

Hotels and Tourism — 

United Middle East and Commodore Hotels 400 

Garage Owners Federation Office — 

Jordan National Shipping Lines 20800 

Jordan Press Foundation — 

Jordan Press and Publishing — 

Dar Al Shaab Press, Printing and PublisUng 13750 

Jordan Dairy 4270 

Arab Pharmaceutical Manufacturing 26074 

Intermediate Petrochemical Industries 142615 

Jordan Phosphate Mines 256 

Industrial L Commercial and Agricultural (Intaj) .... 12508 

Arab Chemical Detergent Industries 3063 

Jordan Kuwait for Agricultural Products — 

Jordan Sweets and Chocolate Manufacturing — 

Aladdin Industries 5150 

Arab Aluminium Manufacturing 11000 

Jordan Worsted Mills — 

Jordan Ceramics 8600 

Chtahieal Industries - 17150 

Jordan Industries and Match (J2MCO) 4500 

Dar AJ Dawa’ for Development and Investment .... 5038 

National Steel Industries 74632 

Universal Chemical Industries 31404 

General Mining - — 

Jordan Petroleum Refinery 4558 

Jordan Lime & Brick ; «... 30050 

National Industries 8763 

Arab Paper Converting and Trading — 

Arab Investment and International Track; 963 

Jordan Wooden Industries (JWICO) — 53785 

Livestock and Poultry ... ; ... — 

Jordan Pipes Manufacturing 3582 

Rafia Industrial for Plastic Bags — 

Jordan Paper and Cardboard — — 

Jordan Rockwool Industries 44900 

Trans-Jordan Minerals Research yt 

Orient Dry Batteries Factory — 

Woolen Industries- 700 

Jordan Tanning ‘ • — 

Jordan Printing and Packaging — .... — 

Jordan Tobacco and Ggarette — 

Mas Industries — 

Arab Center for Pharmaceuticals & Chemicals 57080 

National Cable & Wire Manufacturing 190338 

Jordan Spinning^ Weaving 121060 

Jordan Sulpbo Chemicals £2908 

Jordan Cement Factories 63884 

Jordan Glass Industries .. 11500 

Jordan Precast Concrete Industry 265906 


— 

— 

— 

1.000 

1308 

0.720 

0.740 

1.000 

10224 

0.780 

0.740 

1.000 

54909 

0.660 

0.670 

1.000 

6290 

0380 

0360 

1.000 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

12021 

0.690 

0.680 

1.000 

1733 

0.770 

0.770 

1.000 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

14284 

1300 

1.480 

1.000 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

287838 

0.930 

1.010 

1.000 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

239 

0.680 

0330 

1.000 

— 

— 



1.000 

22298 

1.070 

1.060 

1.000 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

■ 7023 

0.520 

0300 

1.000 

4099 

0.960 

0.960 

1.000 ■ 

79412 

2.980 

3.010 

1.000 

247355 

1.740 

1.720 

1.000 

905 

3310 

3.560 

1.000. 

20174 

1.640 

1.600 

1.000. 

14050 

4.650 

4.640 

1.000 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

— . 

— . 

— 

1.000 

9164 

1.880 

1.870 

1.000 

20901 

1.940 

1.890 

1.000 

— 

— 



1.000 

16669 

1.950 

1.940 

1.000 

39597 

2350 

2360 

1.000 

3105 

0.700 

0.690 

1.000 

11644 

2340 

2310 

1.000 

211740 

2.780 

2.880 

1.000 

99980 

3.140 

3.150 

5.000 

— . 

— 

— 

1.000 

35279 

7.800 

7:700 

1.000 

4336 

0.230 . 

0.230 

LOW 

8500 

0,970 

0.970 

1.00ft 

— 

— - 


1.000 

.519 

0340 

0340 

1.000- 

111859 

2.090 

2.140 

1.000 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

6267 

. 1.740 

1.750 

2.000 

— 

— 

— . 

1.000 

— 

■ — - 

■ ■ — • 

1.000 

45686 

. 1.000 

0.990 

1.000 

— 

— 

, — 

1.000 

— 

— 

i 

1.000 

, 

- — 

- 

1.000 

655 

1.000 

0.900 

1.000 

■ — 

— 

— 

5.000 


. — ■ 

— 

1.000 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

57551 

1.040 * 

1.000 

1.000 

342584 

1.720 

1.82Q 

1.000 

135322 

1.070 

1.120 

ism- 

163172 

2.740 

2370 

1.000 

70603 

.1.130 

1.080 

1.000 

11518 

1.000 

.1.000. . 

1.000 

190670 

0.750 

0.690 

1.000 


Grand total 


1,918,733 2,956,459 
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Injured Maradona to miss AC Milan 

NAPLES (R) — Diego Maradona of 
Sunday’s vital Tfa»l«nn I-aapw ywateh at 

Milan with a thigh steam. The Argentine star, who in te rru pte d a 
force-week injury break Wednesday to boost Napoli to a 2-0 
UEFA Gap semifinal first leg victory against Bayern Munich, 
failed to leave Naples with the squad on Saturday. “Maradona’s 
muscle is still strained and rarwri r Tg pain. The player wiD resume 
gradual training from Monday,” dub doct or F-milw Acampora 
said. Maradona's absence is a major blow to Napoli’s ch 8 *™*’^ 
against AC Milan, who underlined thdr top form with a 1-1 draw 
at Real Madrid in Wednesday’s European Cop semifinal first kg. 

Top seeds rise effortlessly 

DORTMUND, West Germany (R) — Top seeds Chen Longcan 
and Wei Q i n g guang continued their untroubled run towards a 
second world doubles table tennis title with a swift win over 
Czech oslovak qualifiers Tomas Janet and Miroslav Cecava on 
Saturday. The Chinese pair* who axe also Olympic champions, 
have not dropped a game in the competition. They beat the 
Czechoslovaks in the quarter-finals. They now meet Joerg 
Rosskopf and Steffen Fetzner, who gave hosts West Germany 
their best-ever showing in the men’s doubles witfa a defeat of Pole 
Andrzej Gxubba and Frenchman Jean-Philippe Gatien. The 
victory was sweet revenge for the 19-year-old Rosskopf, who was 
knocked out of the singles by Gxubba on Friday in tour games. 
The crowd whistled and jeered when first Fetzner, in the opening 
game, and then Rosskopf in die decider were penalised a point for 
holding their rackets below the table as they served. 

Frenchwoman approaching West Coast 

SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — Frenchw oman Anne Tiap w headed 
for San Francisco on Friday, short of the speed record for sailing 
around Cape Horn from New York but within striking distance of 
another record she will* never lose. Iiardet, in her 50-foot 
(15-metre) trimaran Fmistere Bretagne, is the first woman to try 
for the record over the grading l43O0-mfle (23 ^00-kilometre) 
passage from New York harbour — the famous clipper route of 
the 1800s. Warren Luhrs, sailing Thursday’s Child, set the new 
Record on Feb. 12 by covering the distance in 80 days, 20 horns, 
smashing the 135-year record of 89 days, 12 hours established by 
the American dipper ship Flying Cloud. Attempts to break that 
record were generated by the Manhattan Yacht Club’s trophy 
pffer. 

S. Korean champ crashes out 

DORTMUND, West Germany (R) — Yoo Nam-Kyu’s dreams of 
adding the world table tennis crown to his Olympic title were 


brought to an abrupt halt by China ’s Xu Zengpai on Saturday, 
Xu, ranked 25th in the world, beat the South Korean 17-21 in the 
fourth round to reach a quarter-final tie with Swede Jorgen 
Petsson latex on Saturday. Left-handed penholder Yoo, the 1986 
Asian champion, looked a shadow of flic man who delighted the 
crowds in Seoul with his Olympic victory. He moved ahead only 
once in the final game, for 19-18. But Xu, Won drew level and, 
with a yell of triumph, clinched victory on his first match point. 
With Yoo gone, only defending champion Jiang Jiahang of China 
and Swede Jan-Ove Waldner, foe 1987 runner-up, remained from 
the top four seeds. Waldner had an easy fourth round win over 
Japanese champion Kiyoshi Saitoh, setting up a quarter-final 
against Hungarian veteran Tibor Klampar. 

Borg to play final match in Japan 

TOKYO (R) — Five-times Wimbledon champion Bjorn Borg 
said Friday his exhibition match against American former 
ircb-rival John McEnroe next week would be his last public tennis 
(appearance. “This will be my last exhibition match,” foe 
32-year-old Swede said. ‘Tve been practising for two hours every 
day since the beginning of January this year and I'm in very, very 
good shape.” The match in Hiroshima April 15 is the last in a 
four-game exhibition series which has been played in Singapore, 
Manila and Taipei. Borg, who lost to McEnroe in foe 1981 
Wimbledon final, has made only infrequent appearances in 
exhibition matches since be retired from tournament tennis in 
1963. He said he planned to devote himself in future to his sports 
business and to helping young people improve their tennis skills: 


GOREN BRIDGE 


BY CHARLES GOREN 
AND OMAR SHARIF 

Ctm Trtbunm HMb Swic—, lac. 


FOOD FOR THOUGHT 


Both vulnerable. South 
NORTH 

♦ A J 6 
7 Q 18 8 
0 J 62 

♦ J 9 75 

WEST EAST 

* W 9 * *75432 

743 7765 

■> A K 9 7 4 O10S5 

* Q62 * A4 

SOUTH 

* KQ 

7 A K J 9 2 
£ Q 3 

* K 10 8 3 
The bidding: 

South West North East 

1 7 Put 2 7 P»» 

4 7 Pan Pan Pan 

Opening lead: King of 0 
Many of our favorite bridge play- 
ers know how to enjoy a good meaL 
Perhaps their spouses will enjoy 
reading some good hands while pre- 
paring some of the recipes that ap- 
pear in D.J. Cook’s Cook A Deal II 
(286 pp. hard cover, spiral bound 
$15.95 plus $2 postage from the au- 
thor, P.O. Box 3238, Beach Sm., 
Vero Beach, Fla. 32964). It com- 
bines some Btcfl k Ht recipes with 52 
bridge hands of more than passing 
interest. This hand is typical. 

South’s jump to four hearts is a 
little aggressive. With two queens of 


doubtful value, a game try of three 
clubs might have been more 
advisable. 

After West’s lead of the diamond 
king, declarer can see two sure los- 
ers in diamonds and one in dubs. In 
addition, there is the danger of a 
second club loser If declarer mis- 
gnesscs die suit. However,, 
deception could el 
guesswork. 

Under the king of diamonds de- 
clarer should sacrifice his queen. 
That puts West under a lot of pres- 
sure. Ftom his paint of view, the ace 
of diamonds could get ruffed, set- 
ting op the jack for a critical 
discard. 

But any switch by West presents 
declarer with his contract. If West 
drifts to a dub. East can win and 
return a diamond, but now declarer 
gets two dub discards — one on the 
jack of diamonds and the other an a 
spade. And if West shifts to a spade, 
declarer wins, draws trump and 
takes a diamond discard on the third 
spade. 

The only defense to give declarer 
a chance to go wrong is for West to 
cash his top diamonds, then erii in 
any suit save dubs. But after 
South’s morsd at trick one, we ad- 
mit that we wouldn’t have found 
ihai defense. 


Stenmark for foe news confer- 
ence. 

On hand were 21 other World 
Cnp racers, including former 
World Cup overall champions 
L Gras ^jofly ItaKans- 


Sternmark gives 
farewell party 


SALEN, Sweden (AP) — As 
news confemces go, the one 
staged Friday at his mother’s ski 
area did not yield much in- 
formation. The big news already 
was well known: Ingemar Sten- 
mark was here for a final tribute 
from his countrymen. 

Swedes throughout the country 
lived and died with Stenmark 
daring a remarkable 16-year 
career of World Cup ski racing, 
and that is perhaps his greatest 
legacy. He converted a nation of 
cross-country skiers into de- 
votees of Alpine raring, then 
gave them 16 years of thrills. 

Now, after 270 races and an 
unprecedented 86 victories, one 
of the ski areas that thrived under 
foe Swedish passion for Alpine 
raring opened its doors for a 
weekend celebration dubbed the 
“Ingemar races.” 

Sweden is not alone in hailing 
sitting’s greatest winner, as shown 


of Italy and Andreas Wenzel of 
Liechtenstein, Olympic double 
gold - medalist Alberto Tomba of 
Italy and Austria’s Rudi Nierlich, 
winner of two gold medals in the 
recent world alpine ski cham- 
pionships at Vail, Colorado. 

Ail' told, the group accounted 
for 104 World Cup victories and 
26 Olympic and world cham- 
pionships medals. Add S ten- 
mark’s victory total and they rep- 
resented more than a quarter of 
ail the races won since the Worid 
Cup was organised 23 years ago. 

Stenmark, always taciturn, 
seemed somewhat ill at ease over 
all foe (filiations, allowing that it 
was “ a tittle embarrassing” to 
bear all the other iaceis say such 
nice thing s about him. 

Wenzel volunteered that he 
had once found a weak spot in 
Stenmark’s makeup. 

The press conference was a 


by the luminaries who joined multi-layered affair, with remarks 


translated into Swedish, German, 
Italian and English for the esti- 
mated 160 journalists. The racers 
filled foe dead time with some 
inevitably led by foe 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Harrlf 



“I think Stanley's having a mid- 
life crisis. Last night he called 
Disney Worid and begged Minnie 
Mouse to marry him.” 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
_ by Henri Arnold and Bob Lm 


UMerambla ttwee lour Jumblee, 
onefedvoeefo aqua* to form 
four onftwey words. 


1 NIMEC 


OH W 

HSH 

V 

■■ 


— 1 “ 

I LARA’ 

n 



■ 

mm 



UFTYDE 



■■ 


fsK MI l 


tZ EE L D 


WHEN THE NEW 
| FAVORITE ARRIVE!? 
AT THE ZOO/ THERE 
WAS THIS AJIrtOhkS 
THE WPS. 


SMeuMij 


Now arrange foe ebried Miters to 

fcxmttwsupriaeanawer.assug- 
SMfiri I* the above cartoon. 

i- mrxiTT 

(Answers tsmonow) 

Jambfes ACUTE MASS ZMMA STURDY 
Anew Tl» fevorfe* flah * ffsrt oW Ruaafen ooufl— 

-awwwffis- 


Lawmakers to battle 
it out on the courts 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Law- 
makers from Britain and the Un- 
ited States pronounced them- 
selves fit and ready for a charity 
tennis contest May 19 at which 
organisers said President George 
Bush may put in an appearance. 

“You’ll see tennis played like 
never before,” Sen. John Breaux 
said at a news conference here. 
“We are a mean, lean and fit 
machine.” ■ 

^Ve frill show no mercy once 
we’re on foe courts,” John Han- 
nam, a conservative member of 
the House of Commons from 
Exeter, said through a telephone 
hookup from London. “We’ve 
been tr aining here in foe shadows 
of Wimbledon.” 

“I hope the Anglo-U.S. rela- 
tionship will survive this ordeal,” 
said Richard Ralph, a representa- 
tive of the British embassy. 

They play will be held in con- 
nection with foe Dow World 
senior open for players over 45, 
scheduled for May 15 to 21 at. 
Congressional Country Gob in 
suburban Washington. 


A contribution will be made to 
Children's Hospital - National 
Medical Centre in foe name of 
foe winning team. The country 
chib is also making a $5,000 
donation to the hospital through 
a contribution from Dow chemic- 
al, sponsor of the tournament, 
officials of foe tournament said. 

Each team will consist of eight 
lawmakers and two guests, and 
play will include five doubles 
matches between congressional 
and parliamentary competitors. 
The first team to win 13 sets will 
be declared winner of foe Con- 
gress-Parliament Challenge Cup 
and will receive a trophy from foe 
archives of Wimbledon, officials 
said. 

Breaux, foe captain of foe U.S. 
team, said members tentatively 
scheduled to plmr include senate 
majority leader George Mitchell; 
Sen. lloyd Bentsen, foe 1988 
Democratic vice presidential 
nominee; Rep. Stephen Solarz; 
Rep. Byron L. Dorgan, and Sen. 
Timothy Wirth. 


FORECAST FOR SUNDAY, APRIL 9 

K8S HOROSCOPE 

— Aa Charted By Tbe CairoIl Rlghter Astrological Foundation , 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
There may be no dull moments dur- 
ing Ah in t ere s t i ng end romantic 
day. Expect an increase In social 
contacts and romantic possibilities. 
Fadings can stray out of bounds 
when love enters the picture. 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 19) Yon 
get pleasure from esbfaga whose 
behavior is magnetic and outland- 
ish. Streamline the family frm and 

pl ^uRUs I1 (A^^to B %ai 
Patience is required when foe day's 
game plan turns into more waiting 
than -doing. Su rpri se s will change 
the mood of the day. 

GEMINI (May 21 to June 21) 
You prefer to bem motion. A shot 
trip to a clever spot will pteasfi 
someone special. Spring fever can 
get you into a romantic mood. 

MOON CHILDREN (Jane 22 to 
JaL 23) Contact a friend who has 
been ribmt for too lone Insecure 
feelings have no fim foundation 
unless you give them that power. 

LEO (JaL 22 to Aug. 21) Yon 
ponder over a sense oi direction, 
purpose and accom p lishment. 
Search your numerous talents for a 
creative answer. 

VIRGO (Ang. 22 to Sept. 22) Em- 
phasis Is on home activities, 
springtime cleanup, refurbishing 
tad racoodittauiig. A fresh ap- 
proach hu you feding good. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23 to OcL 22) Yoo 
may fed tied down to a boring 
matins and yearn for adventure. 


Remember that little t hin g s can 
mean a lot. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov. 21} 
Yon may hove to choose between 
the leaser of two evils. Your good 
taste is refl e cted in a special gift. 
Chores keep you busy. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dee. 
21) You rebel against restrictions, 
preferring an independent and 
varying style. You are asked to join 
othms socially. 

CAPRICORN (Dee. 22 to Jan. 20) 
A fanner inlaw asks that yoa keep 
a friendship intact. Life with your 
special loved one takes on new end 
wonderful rii wfH M m m . 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 18) 
You are at ease and prepared to 
•odsfisa Keep financial accounts In 
order and spend within limits. Flu 
a brief vacation. 

PISCES (Feb 20 to Mar. 2ft Set 
your priorities esriy in the day. Con- 
sult with experts on how to get 
started on a pet project. A current 
creative period lasts several weeks. 

If Your Child Is Bora Today 

He or she wffl be futefledsul and 
able to analyze and assimilate vast 
amounts of information. Your prog- 
eny will need to be taught to con- 
osntrats, to firm commit- 
ments, and to avoid scattering his 
or her energy into too many 
activities. 

» • • 

'The Stars impel; they do not 
compel." What you make of yoar 
He is largely up to you) 

© 1989, McN might Synth 


Davis Cup quarterfinals: USA 2, France 0 

Agassi struggles, beats Leconte 

SAN DIEGO (R) — Regaining control after a third 
set lapse, Andre Agassi beat Henri Leconte to give 
the United States a commanding 2-0 lead over 
France in titer Davis Cop world group quarterfinal 
tie on Friday. 


Earlier John McEnroe, at the 
height of his craft, crushed Yan- 
nick Noah in the opening match 
of the tie. 

Leading comfortably 5-2 in the 
third set, Agassi wasted four 
match point chances and lost five 
consecutive games and the set. 

But after the 10-minute inter- 
mission between the third and 
fourth sets he quickly regained 
control of the match with his 
groundstroke winners. 

“I came out for the fourth set 
■with the attitude that I would 
rather be op 2-1 in sets then 2-1 
down and came out determined 
to make foe guy work for every 
point,” Agassi said after winning 
on his sixth match point when 
Leconte missed a backhand. 

The U.S. goes for an unbeat- 
able 3-0 lead on Saturday with 
their unbeaten cup doubles team 
of Ken Flach and Robert Seguso 
feeing Leconte and Noah. 

In another quarter-final tie, 
Horst Skoff beat Mats Wilander 
in five sets lasting over six hours 


as Australia gained a 1-1 first day 
tie with former champions 
Sweden. 

Holders West Germany were 
level at 1-1 with Czechoslovakia 
while Yugoslavia led Spain 2-0. 

Agassi was cruising against 
Leconte, playing what he called 
his best tennis ever before losing 
his grip from 5-2 ahead in the 
third set. 

Agassi pointed to his oppo- 
nent’s sudden outburst of brimant 
sbotmaking as foe factor that 
shook his stranglehold on the 
match. 

Leconte said later: *T was 
trying to come in often to the net 
and take some risks.” 

Agassi had, however, opened 
the way for Leconte with a care- 
less error on his first match point 
at 5-2. Hoping to end with an ace, 
Agassi tried two hard serves but 
double-faulted and went on to 
lose his serve. 

Two games later, serving at 
5-4, Agassi had a 40-0 and triple 
match point. Leconte responded 


by saving the first with a back- 
hand winner, forcing an Agassi 
error on the second and then 
hitting a volley winner on the Last. 

“All you can do is applaud him 
when he hits shots luce that,” 
Agassi said. 

With his confidence flying, 
Leconte won the next two points 
to break serve for 5-5. Two j 
later Leconte broke again 
set 7-5. 

McEnroe’s masterpiece lasted 
one hour and 55 minutes and 
evoked comparisons with his 
form during his reign as the worid 
number one in 1981-84. 

“It was very satisfying.” McEn- 
roe said. “I don’t need to con- 
vince myself any further that I 
can play wen against anybody. 

“I did what you like to do to 
any player and that is confuse him 
and make him not sore what to' 
do,” said McEnroe, whose Davis 
Cup singles won-lost record of 
38-7 is his country’s best. 

Said Noah: “I just had my butt 
kicked. What can I say, I felt like 
I was just there to make him look 
good.” 

After a slow and nervous open- 
ing, McEnroe caught fire in the 
eighth game of the first set and 
never throughout the rest of the 
rout did the flame flicker. 


“Once 1 got that service break 
in the eighth game, everything 
clicked in, everything went well,” 
McEnroe said. 

He dominated every aspect 
He served 10 aces, Noah had 
three. Noah also committed five 
double faults. McEnroe broke 
sere five times. Noah managed to 
win just 14 points off McEnroe's 
serve and never had a break 
point 

Noah best moment was in the 
opening game, when he attacked 
McEnroe’s serve in the first game 
and forcing two deuces. 

The winning team plays a semi- 
final from July 21-23 against the 
winner of foie Czechoslovakia- 
West Germany tie. 

Becker triumphant 

PRAGUE, Czechoslovakia (AP) 
— Boris Becker' served 22 aces to 
beat Karel Novacek 7-6 (7-5), 
6-4, 6-4 and rive defending cham- 
pion West Germany a 1-0 lead 
over Czechoslovakia in their 
Davis Cup world group quarter- 
final tie Friday. 

The only time Becker was in 
trouble came in the second set. 
Bat he rallied from a 0-3 deficit 
with his powerful serves and took 
fuD control of the match to win in 
two hours and 35 minutes. 


Arsenal reclaims top slot 


LONDON (R) — Arsenal 
wrested foe leadership of foe 
English First Division back from 
Liverpool Saturday, responding 
to foe formidable challenge of foe 
all-conquering title-holders with a 
2-0 win over Everton. 

Liverpool toppled Arsenal 
from the top spot for the first 
time in 1989 when they trounced 
Sheffield Wednesday 5-1 in a 
match brought forward to avoid a 
dash with die Grand National 
horse race at nearby Ain tree. 

Liverpool, timing thdr cham- 
pionship charge to perfection, 
moved ahead on goal difference 
after their eighth successive league 
victory but held the distinction 
for just 3 V4 hours. 

Full-back Lee Dixon netted his 
first goal for Arsenal four mi- 
nutes into the Londoners’ home 
match at Highbury and towering 


Irish striker Niall Quinn, replac- 
ing foe injured Alan Smith, justi- 
fied his selection by scoring foe 
clincher 25 minutes from time. 

Arsenal ended foe day with 63 
points from 32 matches, three 
points ahead of Liverpool who 
have a game in hand. 

Norwich, surprise leaders ear- 
lier in the season, slumped to 
their third defeat in eight days 
when they were beaten 2-1 at 
Coventry and have now virtually 
dropped out of title contention, 
trailing Arsenal by seven points. 

England international Peter 
Beardsley orchestrated Liver- 
pool’s rout of Sheffield Wednes- 
day, scoring twice and creating 
another goal. 

Steve McMahon set Liverpool 
on the way after eight minutes 
and Beardsley added foe second 
three minutes before foe interval 
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when he slotted home through a 
crowded goalmouth after Eng- 
land colleague John Barnes had 
taken the defence apart. 

Beardsley created space for Ir- 
ish international Ray .Houghton 
to drive in the third 13 minutes 
into the second half and then 
claimed his second with soap shot 
from the edge of the area in the 
66fo minute. 

Dean Barrick pulled back a 
goal for Wednesday two minute* 
later but Baines completed foe 
rout 10 minutes from foe end 
after Houghton and Beardsley 
had set up foe chance. 

While Arsenal and Liverpool 
turned foe title chase into a two- 
team race, Norwich ended the 
day on a wretched note, with 
goalkeeper Bryan Gum sent off by 
referee David Elleray in the last 
minute. 

Guam protested too vehement- 
ly against foe award oi a penalty 
to Coventry after ,he was judged 
to have brought -down striker 


David Speedie. 

Defender Mark Bowen took 
over in goal but did not have to 
make a save as Coventry captain 
Brian Kilcline blasted his spot 
lock off target 

Norwich, beaten by Uverpool 
last Saturday and by Nottingham 
Forest Wednesday, took foe lead 
at Coventry through Robert 
Fleck in the 13fo minute but 

in the 23nfart 67dfminutes for 
Coventry. 

Arsenal had to work hard for 
thdr victory over Everton after 
Dixon had driven in foe early 
opener when goalkeeper Neville 
Southall punched out Brian Mar- 
wood’s comer. 

Quinn, in the starting line-up 
for the first rimt» this season, 
sealed victory in the 65th minute, 
turning in a header from substi- 
tute Paul Merson to steady 
Arsenal’s nerves after Everton 
! <d threatened, an equaliser. 
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Urgent 5-party talks 
under way on Namibia 


WINDHOEK (Agencies) — Officials from five na- 
tions flew to a remote Namibian safari lodge 
Saturday in a bid to halt fighting between Namibian 
natio nalis t fighters and South African-led security 
forces and save the territory’s U.N.-backed peace 
plan. 


Delegations from Cuba. 
Angola and South Africa, 
architects of the foundering 
Namibian accords, aim to heal 
the rift caused by an incursion of 
an estimated 1,900 fighters of the 
South West Africa People's 
Organisation (SWAPO). 

The clashes, which erupted last 
Saturday, have cost almost 300 
lives, derailed the peace process 
and cast doubt on the prospects 
for Namibian independence. 

All sides have expressed wil- 
lingness to resurrect the peace 
accords but officials would not 
predict the outcome of the talks, 
scheduled to last at least until 
Sunday. 

"They all talk about give and 
take, but it depends who does the 
giving and who does the taking,” 
one U.N. official remarked be- 


fore the delegations sat down for 
the talks. 

Observing the meeting at the 
Mount Etjo safari lodge, 200 
kilometres northwest of Win- 
dhoek, are the U.S. State De- 
partment's southern Africa ex- 
pert Chester Crocker and Soviet 
Deputy Foreign Minister Anatoly 
Adamishin. 

Crocker and Adamishin _ ar- 
rived afte talks in Luanda Friday 
with Angolan. SWAPO and U.N. 
officials, which mooted agreeing 
to SWAPO’s demands to estab- 
lish U.N.-monitored bases within 
Namibia. 

Meanwhile, battles between 
the South African-led security 
forces and SAWPO fighters con- 
tinued into an eighth straight day, 
police said. 

South Africa called on the 


fighters to surrender by midday 
Saturday or face intensified 
security-force action, but there 
was no indication that SWAPO 
planned to lay down arms as the 
deadline passed, police Chief In- 
spector Derek Brune said. 

The South African-installed 
administrator of the territory, 
Louis Pienaar, said Friday there 
was a “de facto suspension" of 
the U.N. independence plan be- 
cause of the widespread fighting 
near Namibia's northern border 
with Angola. He said elections 
planned for November could be 
affected by the conflict. 


Pik Botha, South Africa's fore- 
ign minister, said he had in- 
formed U.N. Secretary-General 
Javier Perez de Cuellar about a 
South African decision to activate 
an unspecified number of addi- 
tional soldiers. A major reason 
for the move, Botha said, was 
that SWAPO fighters were 
approaching areas where white 
farmers lived. 

The U.N. has allowed South 
Africa to move a limited number 



Journalists look at 
dashes in Namibia 
of troops from their bases to 
support police units, but Botha 
said Friday that the security 
forces “at the present level are 
not able to stem the incursion.” 


bodies of 22 SWAPO fighters killed and left in a field during this week’s 


Botha said South Africa re- 
mained committed to im- 
plementing independence in 
Namibia and that the U.N. plan 
had not been formally suspended. 


The U.N. Security Council said 
Friday it was satisfied that South 
Africa still sought to grant inde- 
pendence to the territory it has 
ruled since World War I. 


Nurses 
suspected 
of killing 
3 5 patients 


VIENNA (R) — At least three 
nurses in one of Vienna’s oldest 
hospitals have been arrested on 
suspicion of killing up to 35 pa- 
tients with drug overdoses. 

"We have not finished our in- 
vestigations and it is possible that 
more arrests will be made,’* Vien- 
na police chief Guenther Boegl 
said in a radio interview 
Saturday: 

“We are working on the 
assumption that as many as 35 
patients could have been killed by 
overdoses of medicines over 
many months," he added. 

The conservative daily Die 
Presse said it was “the biggest 
mass killing in Austria’s criminal 
history.” 


Soviet sub sinks; Moscow 
says no danger of radiation 


MOSCOW (R) — The Soviet 
Union said Saturday there was no 
radiation danger from a Soviet 
nuclear-powered submarine 
which sank off northern Norway 
but officials refused to say 
whether there were nuclear mis- 
siles on board. 

The Soviet news agency TASS 
confirmed there had been deaths 
among the crew when the sub- 
marine sank Friday evening, 
some six hours after a fire broke 
out on board. 

Soviet leader Mikhail Gor- 
bachev. in a message to Norwe- 
gian Prime Minister Gro Har- 
lem Brundtland, said the reactor 
on board the submarine had been 
shut down and there was no 
danger of radiation leakage. 

Western naval experts de- 
scribed the submarine as a Mike 
class vessel which could carry 
cruise and anti-submarine mis- 


siles. Norwegian authorities said 
up to 12 crew members were 
killed in the accident. 

The TASS report described the 
vessel as a “nuclear-powered tor- 
pedo submarine” but did not give 
its class or say whether it was 
actually carrying nuclear 
weapons. 

A Soviet Foreign Ministry 
spokesman, Yuri Gremitskykh, 
said the brief TASS report in- 
cluded all the information pro- 
vided on the incident by Soviet 
military officials. 

“Western sources say it is the 
Mike class. I cannot say," Gre- 
mitskykh said. 

TASS said the submarine sank 
in 1,500 metres of water at 5.15 
p.m. in international waters ab- 
out 180 kilometres southwest of 
Bear Island. 

“The crew is being rescued by 
Soviet vessels in the area. There 


has been loss of life," the report 
said. It did not say how many 
people died. 

“Specialists ruled out the possi- 
bility of a radioactive contamina- 
tion of the environment,” TASS 
said. 

It said a government commis- 
sion had been set up to examine 
the cause of the accident. 

A large part of Soviet naval 
strength lies in its submarine 
force, which is the world's 
largest. 

According to Western esti- 
mates, the force numbers over 
300 active units. The London- 
based International Institute for 
Strategic Studies (ItSS) says 75 of 
the vessels are nuclear-armed 
strategic submarines. 

The rest are conventionally- 
armed and nuclear or diesel-po- 
wered. 


Canadian police redfaced 
after bizarre bus hijack 


OTTAWA (R) — Embarrassed 
police were trying to find out 
Saturday how they lost a hijacked 
bus which wound up on the lawns 
of the Canadian parliament dur- 


lg an eight-hour hostage drama. 


bus had just left Montreal 
for New York Friday when it was 
hijacked by Charles Yacoub, 38, 
a Lebanese immigrant living in 
Montreal who was seeking to 
dramatise the demands of a group 
police said does not exist. 

Royal Canadian Mounted 
Police (RCMP) spokesman Gilles 
Favrcau said authorities believed 
the Greyhound bus was heading 
south and thus alerted police in 
Quebec and New York state. 

Instead, the bus headed west to 
Ottawa 200 kilometres away and 
police did not know where it was 
until it rolled up on the lawns of 
the Canadian parliament about 
three hours later. 

“You've got to realise that this 
bus was going to New York,” 
Favreau said. He quickly added: 


“Obviously, we're going to 
have to find out how come we 
didn't know that he was coming 
in this direction." 

In a note to police, Yacoub 
said he was a member of the 
“Lebanese Christian liberation 
Front” and hijacked the bus to 
highlight a demand for the with- 
drawal of Syrian troops from 
Lebanon and the release of 
Lebanese prisoners allegedly held 
in Syria. 

The RCMP said Yacoub came 
to Canada from Lebanon in 1976, 
but the group he claimed to 
belong to did not exist. 

The hijacking began shortly 
before noon when Yacoub, 
armed with a revolver, seized 
control of the bus soon after it left 
Montreal. 

At a toll booth of the Cham- 
plain Bridge, which crosses the 
St. Lawrence River, Yacoub told 
an elderly man to get off. then 
ordered the bus to head to 
Ottawa. 


Yacoub tried to have the bus 
drive around the grounds of the 
Canadian parliament, but police 
forced it to drive onto a lawn, 
where its tyres got stuck in wet 
grass. 

Police cars and sharpshooters 
ringed the bus and began nego- 
tiating with Yacoub. 

In the next five hours, Yacoub 
released five hostages, one or two 
at a time. 

Forty employees of the U.S. 
embassy, across the street from 
parliament, fled by dismantling a 
window in the building next door 
and crawling out. 

Finally, Yacoub freed the re- 
maining five hostages and surren- 
dered. Police said lie was to be 
charged Saturday. 

Favreau said Yacoub had a 
minor criminal record but no 
history of mental illness. Asked 
why Yacoub had decided to give 
up, be said: “He obviously came 
Co the conclusion be was not 
accomplishing anything.” 


Anti-Moh riots hit campuses 


SEOUL (API — Students calling 
for the ouster of President Roh 
Tae-Woo burned him in effigy 
and battled riot police with fire- 
bombs and rocks Friday outside 
four campuses in Seoul. 

Shouting "topple the Roh Tae- 
Woo regime.” about 2.500 stu- 
dents rallied at Sungshil, Sung- 
kyunkwan. Sejong and Sogang 
Universities and pelted riot police 
with hundreds of firebombs in 
swirling clashes outside the cam- 
puses. 

Witnesses reported seeing 
several people injured, but there 
were no official reports of injuries 
or arrests. 

Hundreds of riot police firing 


tear gas moved at one time onto 
Sungkyunkwan near downtown 
Seoul to disperse about 700 stu- 
dents. 

In southern Seoul, firebombs 
slipped into a store in front of 
Sungshil University during 
clashes between about 1,000 stu- 
dents and riot police. 

The demonstrators accused the 
government of suppressing the 
labour movement, and supported 
dissident leader Moon Ik-Hwan, 
who made an unauthorised trip to 
North Korea last week for talks 
with North Korean President 
Kim II Sung on reuniting the 
divided Korean peninsula. 

“Overthrow the Roh regime. 


which stiffles workers’ rights," 
the students shouted, referring to 
a recent police action called to 
put down a three-month-old 
strike at the Hyundai shipyard in 
the southeastern city of IJlsan. 

Government officials have said 
Moon will be arrested when he 
returns. The dissident clergyman, 
now in Tokyo, said Friday he 
plans to return to Seoul next 
Thursday. Dissidents and stu- 
dents are organising rallies to 
welcome Moon, but police said 
such rallies would be blocked. 

Moon arrived in Tokyo 
Wednesday from Peking on his 
way home from a 10-day visit to 
Pyongyang. 


ETA bombs rail targets 


MADRID (R) — Basque guerril- 
las, who this week called off a 
truce in their 21-year campaign 
for a separate state, bombed rail- 
way targets in northern Spain 
Saturday, police said. No one was 
hurt. 

Five bombs exploded in the 
region of Navarre, bordering the 
Basque country, at electricity 
generating stations along the 
main railway line between Mad- 
rid and France. Police defused 
three more bombs. 

Rail traffic was halted as police 
searched the area for more 
bombs. 

A telepbone call claimed re- 
sponsibility in the name of ETA 
(Basque Homeland and Free- 
dom), which ended its three- 
month truce after accusing the 


government of reneging on a 
pledge to negotiate a political 
settlement. 

It was the first attack claimed 
by ETA since it declared the 
truce Jan. 8 while bolding secret 
talks with Spanish government 
envoys in Algiers. 

Police said the bombs, planted 
along the railway line between 
Pamplona and the town of Alsa- 
sua, contained between four and 
eight kilogrammes of amonal, an 
explosive ETA has used in pre- 
vious attacks. 

Among ETA's demands is the 
incorporation of Navarre into the 
Basque country. 

Police meanwhile were still in- 
vestigating a parcel-bomb attack 
Friday in the Basque town of Iron 
which seriously wounded a young 


teacher. It was unclear if ETA 
carried out the attack. 

In a statement Thursday, ETA 
said it was willing to resume the 
talks but declared “all battle- 
fronts open”. The statement fol- 
lowed a call by the Algerian 
government for both sides to be- 
gin a new round of contacts. 

But Spanish Prime Minister 
Felipe Gonzalez said talks would 
definitely be over if ETA carried 
out an attack. 

There had been no casualties 
from political violence in the Bas- 
que region since a policeman was 
killed last December. There had 
been no attacks since ETA de- 
clared its truce. 

ETA has killed more than 600 
people in its campaign for a sepa- 
rate Basque state. 



Prosper Avril 


Fighting 
erupts 
in Haiti 


PORT-AU-PRINCE (A P) — 
Heavy artillery fire erupted Fri- 
day night near the national palace 
and an adjacent army barracks 
where rebel soldiers were deman- 
ding the ouster of Haitian leader 
Lieutenant General Prosper 
Avril. 

Avril foiled a coup attempt 
Sunday but has been unable to 
quell the mutiny. 

It appeared Avril’s presidential 
guard had surrounded the rebels' 
Dessalines barracks with 
armoured cars, but it could not 
immediately be determined 
whether an attack had been laun- 
ched by either side. 


One armoured car roared into 
the Champ-de-Mars Plaza out- 
side the palace at 7:40 p.m. (2340 
GMT) firing its cannon. Bystan- 
ders scurried for safety. Repeated 
volleys of cannon, machinegun 
and Howitzer fire rang out from 
the area immediately in front of 
the barracks and continued more 
than an hour later. 

Reporters watching from a 
second-floor balcony of the Holi- 
day Inn a few blocks away 
periodically dived for cover as 
explosions reverberated through 
the hotel and tracer bullets zip- 
ped overhead. 

It was impossible to im- 
mediately determine the signifi- 
cance of the shooting. State-run 
radio played French romantic 
songs in the midst of the explo- 
sions. 

At around 10 p.m. (0200 
GMT), an uniformed Dessalines 
soldier appeared at the Holiday 
Inn and told a reporter that there 
were many casualties in the bar- 
racks. There was no way to inde- 
pendently confirm the report. 

A woman who lives near the 
barracks said a large hole had 
been blown in the building. 

Telephone lines were jammed 
at the U.S. embassy. 

A Western European diplomat 
who spoke on condition of anony- 
mity said rhe presidential guard 
“has attacked the Dessalines bar- 
racks.” 

A man who answered the tele- 
phone inside the palace and iden- 
tified himself only as a civil ser- 
vant said, “There is a military 
operation between the Dessalines 
barracks and the presidential 
guard.” 


Asked which side was in con- 
trol, he laughed and said: “The 
government is in control of the 
situation.” 

A woman who lives in a house 
next to the barracks said by tele* 
phone that she could see two 
armoured cars in the street with 
their cannon aimed at the bar- 
racks. 

The 1,000-man presidential 
guard has five armoured cars 
equipped with small cannon simi- 
lar to large-caliber machineguns. 

The white, neo-classical palace 
and the mustard-coloured Dessa- 
lines barracks are close to each 
other, surrounded by the 
wall. 


same 


Alaska storm adds 
to oil spill woes 


VALDEZ (AP) — Forecasts of 
shifting wind and high tides this 
weekend raised fears that mil- 
lions of litres of oil from the 
Exxon Valdez might be blown 
back into the fragile Fjords of 
Alaska's central coast. 

As the cleanup entered its third 
week Saturday, Alaska state offi- 
cials said they had worked out an 
agreement between Exxon and 
the U.S. coast guard by mod- 
ifying their request for a complete 
coast guard takeover 

Exxon will handle contracts 
and purchases and the coast 
guard will direct field activity, 
said Dennis Kelso, commissioner 
of the Department of Environ- 
mental Conservation. 

Interviewed late Friday, Rear 
Admiral Edward Nelson, the 
coast guard's top official in Alas- 
ka, said he would use some milit- 
ary personnel in liaison and staff 
positions, but “we're not going to 
bring in a lot of troops, certainly 
not now." 

Nelson also said the command 
of the cleanup has been better 
organised. 

“I never felt they (Exxon) were 
unresponsive or irresponsibly ,” 


Nelson said. “I think we had the 
problem with organisation. 
That's what frustrated every- 
body. We now see a clean line of 
what's going to go on.” 

So far, only an estimated 
16,000 barrels — about seven per 
cent of the 38.2 milli on litres that 
spilled when the tanker hit a reef 
— has been sopped and 
vacuumed up from the once dear 
water of Prince William Sound. 
By Friday, the crude oil had 
floated over a 7,770-square- 
kflometre area. 

The spill has killed thousands 
of birds and sea otters along the 
central Alaskan coast and fisher- 
men have lost millions of dollars. 

President George Bush said 
Friday he directed Defence 
Secretary Dick Cheney to make 
military forces and equipment 
available and Transportation 
Secretary Samuel Skinner to 
coordinate the federal effort. 

Bush bad been under pressure 
from members of Congress and 
Alaskan officials to intervene. 
Alaska Governor Steve Cowper 
Wednesday asked the coast guard 
to take over management of the 
cleanup from Exxon. 


Boegl said the three women 
nurses, aged between 26 and 30, 
who worked in the Lainz Hospital 
on the western outskirts of Vien- 
na. had admitted killing a number 
of patients with lethal injections 
including insulin, normally used 
to treat diabetes. 

They were arrested Friday af- 
ter police were called in to in- 
vestigate an unusually high per- 
centage of deaths in one part of 


the hospital by the department's 
dorfer. 


head, Franz Pesendo 

Boegl said the three bad admit- 
ted administering overdoses of 
drugs to terminally ill elderly 
patients In great pain. 

“It appears they acted out of a 
misguided sense of mercy, but we 
are also investigating other possi- 
ble motives,” he said, adding: 
“Not all the patients were termi- 
nally ill.” 

He would not comment on 
whether the deaths were mercy- 
killing or murder to lessen the 
nurses’ workloads. 

Some of the victims might have 
been killed by "other means," he 
said without specifying, but 
added that so far police had no 
evidence of direct physical vio- 
lence. 


Alois Stacher, the Vienna city 
councillor responsible for the 
hospital, said Pesendorf had 
sought police assistance when one 
elderly patient, a woman, was 
found to be suffering from an 
apparent insulin coma. .. 

“This patient’s fife was saved," 
Stacher said, “but then other 
medically unclear cases of deaths 
were recalled of patients under 
the care of the nurses now under 
arrest and the police were called 
In." 



Woman wins lottery 
in court 




LOS ANGELES (R) — A Cali- 
fornia woman beat the state lot- 
tery for $3 million Tuesday — in 
court. A state court jury awarded 
Doris Barnett, 54, the $3-raiUion 
prize she had claimed from the 
lottery’s weekly Big Spin contest 
and a bonus or $ 400,000 in dam- 
ages. Barnett spun a giant lottery 
wheel Dec. 30, 1985. Her ball 
landed in the $3-miilion slot and 
master of ceremonies Jeff Ed- 
wards exclaim: “You’re another 
S 3-million winner.” But seconds 
later the ball popped out and 
nestled in the $10,000 slot. Bar- 
nett was awarded the smaller 
prize, but she refused to cash the 
$10,000 check and sued the State 
Lottery. 
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Doctor says sex O.K. 


BERNE (R) — People with heart 
disease do not have to give up 
sex, a study published by the 
Swiss cardiology foundation 
Tuesday said. The report, written 
by West German heart specialist 
Carola Halhuber, said Swiss and 
American surveys showed a third 
of men and women suffering 
heart attacks gave up sex but 
their fears were unjustified. 
“Anyone who can still climb the 
stairs normally or walk round the 
block need have no worries about 
resuming the sexual activity he or 
she had before a heart attack,” 
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08 

46 Cloudy 

COPENHAGEN 

04 

39 

08 

46 Onar 

FRANKFURT... 

03 

37 

12 

54 Cloudy 

GENEVA 

05 

41 

15 

59 Cloudy 

HONGKONG.. 

19 

66 

21 

70 Ram 

ISTANBUL 

11 

52 

24 

75 Clear 

LONDON.. .. 

04 

39 

13 

55 Clear 

LOS ANGELES 

19 

67 

38 

100 Cloudy 

MADRID ... . 

04 

39 

14 

57 Rain 

MECCA 

22 

72 

36 

97 Cloudy 

MIAMI - ... 

IB 

66 

38 

82 Cloudy 

MONTREAL 

03 

37 

07 

45 Cloudy 

MOSCOW 

-02 

28 

06 

43 Dear 

NEW DELHI ... 

18 

65 

34 

94 Clear 

NEW YORK ... . 

04 

39 

13 

55 Cloudy 

PARIS 

06 

43 

13 

55 Clear 

ROME 

08 

46 

19 

66 Ooudy 

TOKYO 

11 

52 

15 

59 Ram 

VIENNA — 

04 

39 

16 

64 Clear 
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DIVERSIFICATION 
By Dorothy B. Marlin 


ACROSS 
t “I — Camera'' 

4 Hemingway 
B Basket or 
winner 

13 Troubadour love 
song 

17 Singing 
poet 

19 Ovarium 

21 Brother ol 
Moses 

22 Entrance 

23 Pa. sweetheart? 
25 Washington 

vehicle? 

27 Frolics 

28 Psychedelic 
experiences 

30 Ship that 
brought the 
Statue ol 
Liberty 


31 Bank word: 
abbf. 

32 Giggle 

33 Kettle 

34 Calif, dance 
hall? 

38 Nev. game ol 
chance? 

*5 Traditional 
knowledge 
4« Part of QED 

47 Excellent 
*8 Prune 

48 Footless 

50 Growls 

51 Irritable 

53 Cockney abode 

54 Verson 

55 Recoils 
SB Tableland 
57 George M. 

59 ArTangemonl 


81 Velvet llnlsh 

82 US nafghbor 
63 Flo. circle of 

color? 

67 Tonrisl rnecca 

70 Snouts 

71 Daplctad 

74 Du like 
Demosthenes 

75 P Ickels 

76 Climbs In a way 
78 Mauna — 

80 Fr. dance 

81 Family car 

82 Huntley and 
Aiklns 

83 Cosby 

84 Native ol: suit. 

85 East end of a 
church 

86 Swiss stream 

87 Dines 


88 Alas, air comer? 
81 Tex. lariat? 

84 Myma ol films 

85 Town: Fr. 

97 Nothing 
88 Clip 

101 Line on a letter 

102 Germ-tree 
106 Kan. alerting? 
109 NY pitcher 

Blue? 

112 Comparative 
word 

113 Musical group 

114 Cowboy's 
ropa 

T15 — Slaughter 

116 Lucid 

117 Plow . 
pioneer 

116 Helen of — 

119 Gar. river 


DOWN 

1 Lincoln 

2 Chagall 

3 Diva's number 

4 — Rico 

5 Pit — 

6 Iran: abbr. 

7 Black cuckoo 

6 Count ol music 
9 Knocker 

10 Gad ol love 

11 Fine 

12 Genetic lnrt»T« 

13 FMatas" 

14 Ailectlon 

15 Wild hog 

16 “Rul* Britannia" 
composer 

18 Invented 
20 Discovers 
24 Therefore: Fr. 

28 Daughter of 
Tantalus 


28 Gr. letter 

32 Despots 

33 — up I pay) 

34 Body fat 

35 Specialized 
techniques 

35 Literary device 

37 Blue leans 

38 "Dfes — ' " 

40 Spring lestlval 

41 Memo 

42 Hello In Hawaii 

43 Wanderer 

44 — can ol 
worms (Invite 
trouble) 

50 Belg. treaty city 

51 AUm cores 

52 Lab burner 

55 Cubic meter 

56 Haystack items 

57 Soothes 


58 — even keel 

60 Limelight 

61 City on tlu- 
Warta 

63 Nickels e.g 

64 Garland 

65 Founialn drink 

66 Special groups 

67 Redbreast 

68 Muse of poetry 

69 Witch town 

72 Inventor Howe 

73 Oefs 

75 Me*, money 

76 Form 

77 Queen of 
heaven 

79 In addition 
£f Agile 

82 Go and get 

83 — to (have 
sensitlvltyi 


65 Decorate 
B9 “The Illy maid 
ol Astolar 

90 Equalizer 

91 Vale 

92 at a Tima" 

93 Modena money 
96 Wrathful 

96 Concordes 
99 Sound of 
laughter 

100 Vane 

101 "Auld Lang — " 

102 Brand 

103 Yugoslav leader 
once 

104 Brief letter 

105 Jacob's brother 
107 "The King - r 

106 A Stooge 

110 After expanses 
m Jerk 




1 

2 

3 

m 

17 
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Last Week's Cryptograms 


Diagramless n \ n. ri train *>riiuiir 


1. Some folks think fo* fur looks more beautiful when worn by ibe fox 
thnn bj humans. 

2. Truck driver hauls load of violet thread for noted handkerchief 
dealers. 

3. Fastidious raccoon typical!} washed his tiny paws after lunch. 

4. Pet chow puppy chewed up pretty red suede shoes. 


ACROSS 

1 Edge ol a roof 
6 One-man 
performance 
10 Destroy 
altogether 

12 Punctuation 
mark 

13 Mr. Shultz lor 
45D 

17 Food 
IS Cruel person 
19 Fumble words 
21 Ecol. org 


22 Separate from a 
thing ol desire 

23 Batty one 

24 Exploding star 
26 Footballer 

Tark anion 

29 See at a 
distance 

30 Gumshoe 

31 Attention 

32 Stir up 

34 Traveling show 
37 Animal noses 


38 Certain lime ol 
appreciation 

40 Extinct birds 

41 Went separate 
ways 

42 Expression ol 
sorrow 

43 Compete 

44 Mineral rock 

47 Angers 

43 Lover’s — 

49 Fix up 

51 — Bravo 


52 Prlma donna 

55 interior 
wool 

56 Ms Jillian 

57 Actor Pater 
60 S-shaped 

molding 
SI Goibacnev's 


CRYPTO CRAMS 


l.TOLAMVO. ZXOLARX KLRCOL POTOGMEOP 


KRVQRQH . B M I, I f O Z . BMI. IZY )-Kl MPFXRQH 


K lous title 
k-wttted 


FMIX'RX 2.X R P. 


— By Gordon Milter 


67 Sliver 

68 Nosegay 

69 Robes 


M l K P I Y S N Y A P n W r. LL z ndtxydta 


VlMKPmsStt NTDOTEP MEYC NIT Q I. D 


DOWN 

1 Does wrong 

2 Mimic 

3 Doctor lor 
Garlleld 

4 Cheese 

5 Angry 

6 Capital of 
Bulgaria 

7 TVs Johnny or 
Merlin 

6 Fate 

9 — scale of 1 to 
10 

10 Kettle's kin 


M JJ P IK IS Y D MZTD NSY WTtt A. -By Len Sherry 


11 Musical span 

12 Tapered object 


13 "You ain’t - 
nothing yet" 

14 Gape 

15 Tightness 

16 Explodes 

20 Eye problem: 
ver. 

25 Gives assent 

26 Search 
intensively 

27 Hurries 

26 In — (stuck! 


29 Galapagos Is- 
lands country 

32 Fool part 

33 Entanglement 

35 Image 

36 Dunderhead 

37 Assad’s land 

38 A person 

39 Great review 

40 Venturous 
42 Milan money 
45 40th US 


48 Luang 

Pra bang’s land' 
50 Carry out 
52 Ms Day 


jrWAZXXE nFDFFM EOCHKGK ZN NCAJGDsHt 


X (> R 7. S O J Z H. FKK WORMS X7SSGAJHK 


president 
46 Tennis' Stefan 


63 Sardinia's 
country 

54 Rodent 

58 For fear that 

59 Reverberate 

60 Mr. Redding 
62 Snooze 

03 Conceit 

64 Teaae severely 

65 A Gabor 


— Bj Connie RosnfeJd 


4. DBR WRITYKR DAIKT ASYWY C A A LI. O R Y BE 


NOCCAAL 


— B> Ed Huddkson 


onttn nnnnra mn.nrt nnnr 
ffnnH nnrrrif'? nnoqri nnnn 
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-nnnnn nnnnnnn nnnnrin 
nnnnn ririnnn non nnnnn 
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nnnn nnnnn mnn 
nnnnnn nnnnn nnnnmrvi 
nnn nnnnnnn nnnnn nnn 
nnrtR nnnnn nnnnn nnnr'. 
nnnnn nnn nnnnn nnnnn 
nnnnnn nmnatin nnnnnn 
„ nnnn nnnnn nnnii 
Mfjnnnnnn nnn nnnnnnnn 
nnnn nnnnn nnnnn nnnn 
nnnn nnnnn nnnnn nnnn 
nnnn nnnnn onrtnn nr nnn 




SOLUTIONS OF 
LAST WEEK’S PUZZLE 
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